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30 VI Pi T JULi'ICS 
by 

WaLT^H OHYLIia^I, mgr. 

* FaH'J? I 

■Fundamental Principles of -Cemoorutlo Justice 

For a more accurate comprehension of baelo Soviet Justice. It 
La necessary -to understand the baa la of Justice existing in democratic 
ooon tries. This is indispensable to pt>taljaing a comparative back* 
ground. 

In demooratio countries, the first and fundamental oondltion of 
true jastioe la the principle, that Justice must satisfy the follow- 
ing stipulations: 

1. The oourt is equal for all. It serves to administer Jast- 
ioe. It oannot be the tool of the governing group, nor oan it serve 
the interests of one sooial group. 

* 1 

£. The court la Independent in both, it's struoturemand IV* s 
activity, from the governing agent. 

These two prlnolplea are the fruits of many centuries of trad- 
ition, developed from the baaio Homan laws, modernized and bettered 
as a oonaequenoe of Christian influence on our conceptions of morals 
and Jastioe. 

aooording to the, the fundamental principle of Chrlstism Jast- 
ioe is individual freedom. Hverybody ie personally responsible to 
God and earthly jastioe for all of hie aotlons. He is answerable, 
regardless of his sooial position, financial status, or connections. 

He is not responsible to any private individual, but to olearly 
formulated laws. 
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The moat vi4id example of Just such a conception of Justice la 

J 



the United Staten of (vmerlou, who in it'd constitution separated 
wholly ttie Judicial authority from the executive. In thle way, it 
clearly guaranteed ll'u citizens full freedom, elnoe there la' a bal- 
ance between the Judicial and executive powers, any American citizen 
can sue anyone, even the President and obtain a Juat verdict. 

Other dutnooratlo nations have the same prlnolplee of=. : law, and 
If they differ in anyway from the Amerioan, then it's only in minor 
details which do not annul personal liberties of all olvllized 
countries. 

Besides these prlnolplee, others exist, which in short are: 

1. Io Judge, it is neoeeeary to prove guilt. 

2. The law must be humanitarian. 

3. fhe re la no collective responsibility. 

4. It isn't permissable to set a punishment as a frightening 
example/it isn't allowable to Judge an individual as an example to 
others. 



A 



6. There is no orlme if a law la not broken. The analogy la 
admiasable only in civil law. 

6. The law is not retroactive. Ho one can be puniahed for aota 
committed prior to the enactment of a law prohibiting suoh aota. By 
the same token, no one oun be punished for a orlme oommittsd daring 
the existence of a law, if that law has since been repealed. 

7. It is not permissable to \ry a person for the aame orlme 
more than onoe. 

The question is, do these same principles exist in the Bowlet 



law? 



for the basis of analysis, I take the criminal oode of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Hepublio oounoil. This waa leaned in Moaoow* in 
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1941, by the ' Jo* idioeeeJco Je iedatielstwo I2JJ3oju*a SSH* ( lawyer 1 ■ 

Publishing Co., Supeeae Court of the Soviet Union), the Criminal 
Conduct Code *Ujolowno Prooeeeualnyj J^odfJca HS/Sri' t and the oone.ti- 
tution of the USSR whioh was published In 1936 and le universally 
known as Stalin's Constitution. 

In certain republios, different orimlnal nodes exist, but they 
differ only in the number of articles , so that the code of the KSPori 
iB decisive for all of the USSR, * 

% 
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50VUW PBHCIPLBS 0/ AMUBSTBRUG JUSTICE 

CHAPTER I 

Relatlveism and Terrorism 

4 

The foundation of Soviet Justice, as It's entire system, is 
relatlrilam. It manifests ltaelf lnmthe principle of Lenin, the 
founder of Communism, that* 'The oourta are the instruments of the 
proletariat authority and the working oo* on try -man. ' This motto ia 
the slogan in all oourt rooms, and la hung above the heads of the 
Judges, for all to see. 

On the other hand the continuous inconsistency of the standards 
for dispensing justice, changing time after time, depending on the 
political lines and party tactics, confirms this assertion. 

The famous - 'most progressive and liberal constitution in the 
world' prepossesses thl^s in the Juridical sense that the first artlolei 
of this constitution read: 

Art. &• The US SB i a a socialist government of the working and 
peasant classes. 

Art. £• The political foundation of the USSR is created by a 

working class delegates' oonnoll which grew and amassed, 
with the resultant overthrow of the landowners and 



capitalists, and the attaining of a proletariat diota- 
torehlp. 

The oonsequenoe of such principles of the USSR structure, and the 
speolflo&lly quoted Lenin principle of Justice, is the first artlole 
of the RSJTSR criminal code. 

'The criminal legislation of the BSJTSR has as it's task. 



the protection of the socialist workers and peasants 
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socially dangerous acta practiced before individuals, 

which having been committed, can be ooun te rao tec with 

meaa are h of social protection listed in the uf 'remeYi- 

t ioned code . * 

From the above articles of the cone t i tu t ion k and the criminal* 
code, ia thia clear iaaue: the principle cf free oourta doaa not 

exist in nuaaia, but. the worker -peusan t clues authorities have Juri- 
sdiction over administering Justice. ThffW"! a no Justice for anyone 
other than the privileged class, Justice serving as * tool of pro- 
tection for the common group, und for that reason it oannot be eaid 
that Soviet Justice has for it's goal the dlsooveryof objective truths, 
whloh Is the prlnolple of administrative Juetloe. 

In Soviet courts, no one appeals to anyone else for evldenoee of 
truth. Investigative techniques and oourt prooeuures depend on prin- 
ciples of oonfeasions of guilt, and repentance. 

To the question of the aooused as to why tu *»• is being charged, 
the regulation answer Is: "We will not tell you. It is up to you to 

oonfeae, self -accuse, and re pent ", 

The Bolshevik oourta are instruments of the proletariat and 
worker-peasunt in the battle against the bourgeois and oapitaliatio 
world. The Russian government uses the oourts as tools of terror 
relative to class distinction. The entire Judlolary and penal appara- 
tus in the USSR is set up to exterminate enemies of the proletariat, and 
above all, enemies of Russia. It's terroristic oharaoter depends on 
this. 



The above ideals and principles of law manifest themselves even 
in oourt techniques, and the nomination of Bolshevik Judges. Sven the 
lowest court judges are chosen or appointed for a short period of time, 
and they are frequently functionaries of the MVD, whioh is the lnveat- 
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1 gating organ. Obviously, under th«ae oiroumatanoes , the motions 
presented by the public pro.seoutor, must reach the eur of a sympa- 
thetic and obliging Judge. _ 

i’he terroriatlo character of Soviet courta manifeate iteelf in 
the total lack: of dinar im InutLon between the oategorieb of crimes. 



puraued by the public proaeoutor, and thoue crimes under prlvute 
investigation. a necessary baaia for Judicial investigations, and 
irwneulate application of preventive meafl^iy^ae , inoluding^imprisonment , 
in every informer' a report, even though it may be anonymous, 

Phla terrorietic oharaoter of dolshevik Juatioe Is more olearly 
and realletioally shown in the formulation of legislative comprehen- 
sion of the orlme of oounter-revolution. This category of orime ie 
dealt with in Art. 66, whieh is the most formidable of all the artlolee 
in the Soviet criminal code. 

This article begina in the following general formula: 
’Counter-revolution la oonaldereu to be every deed, directed to 
the overthrow, uprising, or weakening of the author&tlve council 
of the worker-peasants, and elected by them, on the basis of the 
Constitution of the USSR and the constitution if the governing 
republic, the government of the worker-peasantB of the U88B t uni- 
ted and autonomous republic, or to rebel against or weaken the 
Internal security of the USSR and the principles of economic, 
political and national oonquerora of the proletariat revolution* 
Through the strength of international solidarity of interests in 
all workers, all auoh actions are also considered counter -revolu- 
tlonary, if they are aimed against any other worker's states, 
even though they do not belong to the USSR** 

After this introduction in 14 paragraphs (paragraph 1 haa 4 sub- 
paragraphs), individual types of counter-revolutionary activities axe 

oo-n-pftiKW ' 




defined, among whioh evident note of treason and espionage oan not 
awaken any kind of reservations. On the other hand, paragraph 14 of 
the aforementioned artiole ha* the unusual distinction of being a 

t " 

regulation In the Bolshevik orlminal oode whioh, in every instance 
or olroums tance , oan be applicable to every oitiaen. 

S' 

Here la it'd oontents: 

Art. Bti Par. 14. - *Ooun tar-revolutionary sabotage, that la* a 
oonaoioua disregard of dutieB asslgnedjiby anyone, ox purposeful 
oareleaanesa in their performance with the main pnrpoee of weak- 
ening the governing authority and the effectiveness of the state's 
apparatus, has as a consequence - lose of liberty for a time not 
less than 1 knar, confiscation of all or part of property, with 
adaptations of more severe punishment for particularly extenuating 
oir cams tance a, to the highest medium of community protection — 
death and confiscation of wealth. ' 

If it is taken into consideration, that An Russia, all phaaea of 
life are under state oontrol, all inaccurately performed dutlasm^jfyf 
can be considered, and in practice are oonsidered, as counter-revolu- 
tionary sabotage, and are judged by par. 14, Art. 68, 

In the administration of punishment, the Bolshevik oode often 
considers confiscation of property. If it is noted how difficult it la 
to acquire anythlngln Russia, such as a deoent suit, a watch, to say 
nothing of a little home or furniture, - then it stands to reason that 
oonflsoatlon of property, notably of a family of moderate means, is 
nothing more than applioation on a large scale, an easier fora of 
oolleotlve responsibility. 



U1LJPTE H II 



Pr lac 1 plo ur o a of State Protection. 

W hen we begin to consider .prlnoijplofl of law, and the neea to oompl 

/ 

with ithem and thalr punishment, then we ooui to the conclusion that our 
pplnionu regarding the reality of the puninhoient ure dlvidoc. l>ome 
people consider punishment aa nothing more than a certain type of re- 
quital or payment to aoolety for breaking society's laws, •..dimply 
stated. It lu the revenge of aoolety for committing an aot incompatible 



to morula and ethlca of the aoolety In whloh the orimlnul llveB. 

Others oontend with the aaaumptlon that aoolety doea not hava the 
right to demand punishment on the principle of revenge. Society itself 
la to blame beoauae it did not give the offender the poaalbili tynto 
live honeatly. Instead of puniahment they propogate the principle of 
prevention and the education of oltlzene, and regarding offenses, to 
adapt community protective meaaurea. In the theory of law, thiu prin- 
ciple ia known as Jfarri'a theory. 

Both of these opinions have their disolplesi.iand their opponents, 
in general however, there ie a aoundprevailing prinoiple of applying 
laws aa a means of proteotlng aoolety. 

Ruaalan law - in it*a assumption - likewise steers itself to the 
principle of oommunlty protection. Mth it's peculiar 'drive*, and 
in oonaequenoe of it's exoeeding ^ lgnoranoe of the eaeenoe of 

thiu theory, brings thiu prinoiple to orimlnal absurdities. 

In it's penal legislation. Hue a lan law admits measures of nommu- 
nlty protection towards persons who have not oommited a orlme or offene< 
but who pan, or 1 h in u position to commit an offense. 

Art. 9 of the orimlnal conduct oodu plainly states when community 
proteotive meaaurea are applicable! 

1. Prevention of new offeneea whioh may be committed by persona 

| OO-B-28U99 
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who had 
2 . 
3. 

mun l Ly 



already perpetrated a crime. 

Inf luono Lngno ther wavering members of aoolety. 

adjust Lag perpetratora of criminal acts to oonditionB o_f oom- 

* 0 

life in a worlcer'a nation. 



Preventive measures are divided into 3 oategorleaj a) community 
proteotlve meaaurea with a Judioial-aorreotive oharao ter ia tlo # 
b) medicinal oharao ter ia tio , o) medioal-oorreotive , that. : is mixed. Th 
appl ioat ion of these measures are prudpx^tjjr> se t forth la suitable art- 
loles of the criminal oonduot code (art. 20 - 26). 

Community protection through Judicial corrective measures adapts 
Itself thru: a) compulsory expulsion from the USSR as an enemy of the, 
working classes, b) deprivation of freedom in oorreotlonal work camps, 
o) deprivation of freedom in prisons, and at last as the supreme mea- 
sure of defense, d) a sentence of death before a firing squad. This 
last is temporarily suspended (at least in theory )• tc ttyl 

. ' * ^y 

In practice, the application of all these community proteotlve 
measures in 99]i of the oases, leads to imprisonment in concentration 
camps located in the remote regions of Siberia and Vorthern European 
Russia, as well as a sentence of death. 

When the punishment 'expulsion from the USSR 1 la considered, it 
would be treated by the condemned not as a punishment, but ae a hi ghee 
reward, if it were applied more often. Unfortunately, the history of 
Soviet Justice oan boast of scaroely a few instanoee of applying this 
paragraph in practice. They oan be oounted on the fingers of one hand l 
The exile of Trotsky, a few Polish officials of the Ministry of eoolal 
welfare in 1942-6, and the latest banishment of the well know, through 
her pro-oommunlstlo oonvlotions, the -American writer Anna X. Strong* 

At first sight, it would seem that a similar ohaptar for applying 
preventive measures exists in demo or a tio oountrlee. That la however. 
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only 'at first sight'. 

The demooratlo administration of Justice aeta aa lt'a aim the 

disclosure of objective truth . It oannot /therefore , base the admini- 
stration of punishment , solely on the principal of preventive measures, 
a condition fornapplying preventiTe measures is the removal of evidence 
that the suapeot la, or can become a menace to society. This Is a olear 
out affair, and is readily oonveyed, if It oan be applied helpfully wltfc 
adequate legal medical advloe, supported '"hJTTelements of professional 
opinions. That Is a stipulation of applying community welfare defense 
measures, and even democratic law is extremely oareful in the appll- 

oatlon of this law. The Amerloan laws are especially oareful, and In 

♦ 

many instances, stipulates that a measure for community protection oan 
be abolished In oases that hare distinct symptoms of Improvement. In 
democratic countries, this theory applies only to criminal oases. It 
is not permlssable to apply this theory to an offense of an ldealistio- 
politioal nature. 

J>emooratlo nations are guided by the everlasting principles form- 
ulated in the short but full essence of the five freedoms. -Being guided 
by them, they oannot conform to the theory of applying oommunltynpro- 
teotlve measures without rsstr lotions , as it couldn't be reoonoiled w 1 tt 
objectives, or with respect of personal liberty, or even with free 
thought. The result of applying this prlnolple is the oompulsory res- 
triction of oreativeness and individual development. We know full well 
that individual development is the foundation of humanity's development* 
The application of this prlnolple is possible solely in a dictatorship* 
It is possibly only in Soviet Buss la, where the theories of a proleta- 
riat dlotator, and the praotloes of a dictator's olique use the pretext 

r 

of Jaatloe, which they themselves define, as 'a toll of the regime in 
powereand a means of protesting one olass.* Only and exclusively, in a 








one«*party dictatorship. In which Justice lu defined aa being a tool of 
the reigning political ayBtem, the theory of community protective mea- 
sures (say have — and unfortunately has - 4-t'B own application .. The 
very definition, that the Soviet is a state of laborers and peasants, i, 
the basis for the oourte to Judge as to who Is a dangor to the oooimon 
welfare « 

The next point in art, 9 eapeots to use punishment as a mearisnto 
’strengthen wavering members of the stattt^'V Who are the wavering? 

Well, let’s try to define it: a wavering member is one who is subject t< 
doubt that all that is subnitted as truth by the government - la right. 

The next paragraph metes out punishment, not beaauae a peraon ia 
guilty, but to ’adjust offenders to life in a worker’s state'. 

In paraphrasing the legal terms, the entirety of this unusual 
principle is as follows: 

*We will educate you as ws ass fit, and as ia convenient to us. Ij 
you don't like it, and if you show any eigne of individuality, or betray 
even the slightest oapaoity for argumentation, you will be sent to 
prison. ' 

It is indicated again: laws are the tools of terror, and subjsotlv 

•duoatlon of the masses. 

The law had changed itself into a tool of collective revenge of 
one olaas over another! 




QHAPiKxi III 



Duties of u Denouncer, Collective xiesponaibility , 

Judging by analogies, and the rie tro-aotive Operation 
of law. i'he World wide rieaoh of Solshevik Justice. 

i 

In order to aid the machine that lb rebponBible for terroristic 

ao ta and the ’overbear' of it's table , the farsighted Soviet Judicials 

*• 

Incorporated artlolen and paragraphs which praotioally force all the 
citizens to oo„oporution with the invee tigating and judicial organa., a 
number of paragraphs exist, whloh make .l^J^irperutlve for t the citizens 
to aot ua policemen and apies, and the obligation of denunciation. la< 
of oooperation is punished. 

Vlndiotlveneaa t the lowliest trait of people stundlng at the lowei 
level of development, found it’s plaoe in suitable rules which seem to 
make laws work retroactively. 

The paragraph dealing with the right of Judging by analogy, extend 
the possibility of lifetime punishment. 

So that there wouldn't be any doubt that Soviet law is the tool od 
the rulers, and Inexorably prosecutes all antagonists, there is a law 
whloh authorizes Soviet justice to aot over the whole world. 

L* t 

The famous art. 56, parj‘0 says: 

•in the event of desertion of military personnel, and flight aoroi 
the borders, all members of his family who are of age, and have 
aided in the preparation or completion of the treasonable aot, or 
who ijeeu aware of it, and have not informed the authorities, 

are sentenced from 5 to 10 years imprisonment and confiscation of 
all property! all mature members of the traitor's family who hsv< 
lived with him, or have been supported by him at the time of the 
offense, are liable to loss of voter's rights and deportation to 
the remote regions of Siberia for 5 years" 

r * u — 4 '* * * u 4 “ ««»*— --w «« »« -xea t not ally because it 
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orders the denunoln t L< »n of inouiberb of your own family, {democratic luvu 



allow the privilege of not te«tlfylng againut relatlveu) but albo beo<iua« 



It automatically oullu before the oar, and bontonoeu all memuero of the 

— . 

family, whether guilty or not.' 

I’hla la a typical example of collective r e b pone 1 b 11 1 ty that la uo 
oharao te r La t Lo of a to pii 1 L tar lan organisation. l^t'a not ferret the 
perfect principles of German Justice which sentenced millions to death 
for being members of a oertain raoe , nor, the deuths of millions 

of families. Just because one member of the family fought againbt 
N&zllsm. Suoh a law exists now in Kuasia. Russia adapted that law in 
a somewhat different form. 

We didn't want to believe this, until the time that a great number 
of soldiers had personally seen the brutality of oampa like ouohenwald 
and Baohau, and we don't want to believe the reality about Kuasia even 
now. But it is a fact! a fact established by law) 

an average person, accustomed to the orderly laws of a democracy, 
oannot comprehend this type of lawlessness which has a legal form. We 
oannot believe, that for example, a person who had lived with his family 
and had been a deserter from the army {in hussia, this is comparable to 
treason), that his entire family, parents, relatives, and even .aomstlirn 
a sub-tenant are sent to prison, the family is for all time separated, 
and even infanta are punished since they are denied parental protection 
and are sent to orphanages where they are trained as robots, m without 
heart or soul, without sentiments and other habits of the 'rotten 
bourgeois' . 

Art. 68 la the most widely used article in the Soviet. At least 
802& of all prisoners are sentenced on it's basis. 

Being an inmate of many prisons and labor camps, I often asfced my 
fallow prisonsrs the reason for thsir being sentenced. The answer was 
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mber". i'hat la a vary oommonly met 'orlme' and isn't 
even commented on by prisoners of Soviet birth, a lnoe that is a thing 
taken for granted and isn't worth mentioning. I’hia waa strange only to 



the vv,uLorn poopleu, an t.hoy couldn't oomprohen thla principle 'of 
'junLloo!. 

d lnoe being rein Led to an offender la an offenae In itself, and la 
puntohable by trial. It lun't at all odd that oommunlatlo zeal attempta 
to apply theue principles not only in the courts,. ibut also in every 
phase of life. After all, Soviet law expeota and teaohea the 'wxter- 
mlnation of class oneinlea'. Every right thing Communist, every etep of 
official organa, and every office la authorized to praotloe the ast of 
extermination. In Hussia, there has been established a custom of 
hereditary and collective reeponelbility which la not enoompaased in th 
framework: of the code, but found in written orders from the ruling powe 

On the information aheet of every prisoner or euapeot, following 
the general rubrloa regarding name, age, and ■ profession , follows a 
question not found anywhere else in the world: aoolal extraction 
( sooproizohozdaenl Je ) . It isn'tufound in countries half feudallstio , 
but is is found in the country of ’soolal equality'. If a prisoner 
finds himself in the unfortunate position of having a father who was an 
sort of u proprietor or, Ood forbid, a state official, there is no powe 
whloh oould wrest him from the olutoh of the MVD. After all, the law 
defines him as being an 'enemy of the olaeaee'. Your father waa an 
enemy, so that makes you an enemy. 

Tii thie day. there exists in Hus s la . a special class of 'liosntees 
that is. soraps. There aren't many, it la true, because they wars weed 
out by deoree. These few are former proprietors, their families and 
their desoendants. 'They ars deprived of all citizenship rights, and do 
not even have the right to serve in the army. 



... 
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During the period of intense liquidation of ’onemLea of the 'state' 
1930-dH, the newspapers ware full of peraonal proclamations In which 
aons renounced their father*, eto. later/ theoe proolumutlona somehow 
vanished.. Evidently they uldn't do any good. 

The prlnoLpLe of oolleotive re a ponu L u l L i ty in international 
aapeota la ulao been in the -joviet ooae. I huve already oiled the oe- 
glnntng of nrt. bH.. It's laa t uentenoo roaua: ' x’hrough the= might of 

International sol idar i ty. iof intereste of woricera , oodu ter-revolu- 

tlonary tie ta are ulso punished, if they are a Line a uguLnst any other 
worKor'a states, even though they are not oncompuuucu in tne UL>li\* . 
-Paragraph 4 of thia article reada: 
r Bvidenoe of any help to that part of international oupltaliam, 
which doea not recognise the equality of righto of the oommuniat lo 



eyatem whioh will roplaue tho oupitallat^o system, and huatenu to 
overthrow it, likewise .... .recognition of eneinieb of the Ub!>xt 
efflolenoy oarriea the possibility of loaa of liberty for a period 
of time to be not leaa than 3 years, on to the highest meaaeure of 
state proteotlon, death before a firing squad together with. ..eto* 1 
The presorlbeu oode doea not only concern Soviet oitlzena, but 
also all those who may at aome time find themaelvos in u sphere of 
influence of Soviet uulhorlty. Of oourao oppoaitiou to tho organisatiot 
of a oommunlutlo structure is punishable. Jfor oxample, the fuot that 
at one time you paid taxes proves that you supported the oupltallatiu 
structure, so you are un enemy and subject to punishment. 

In order to make certain that all opposition la unforgotten and 
punished, the farsighted Soviet law has in reserve still another 
ohuruo ter is tlo paragraph, whioh like the o there, conflicts with the 
principles of democratic law. fhle is par. Id, ^rt. 58. 

It upsets the eternal and righteous xtoman principle.: 'Justice la 
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not retroactive* /lex retro non aglt/. 

Thla paragraph, tranelated In lay language for the better under- 
standing of the reader, reade more or less^ae: If at any time you .had 
ever done anything incompatible to Soviet law(eg. you served in the 
American <irmy, thoreforo you upheld the capitalistic organization ) ,- 
even though you had acted aooordlng to the laws of your oouatry, you 
were responsible to the laws existing in nussia. The exouse that .you 
knew nothing of this law. Just as you are >lgnrt> rant of the laws on Kars, 
Is not aooepted. You will be tried, because after all, the laws are 
written to be abided by. Par. 13 exists for all the world, and fore- 
sees 'measures for community protection 1 in the form of death before a 
firing squad, with confiscation of property as an added possibility' 

That isn't all. It may happen, that in spite of suoh far-reaohing 
laws already oited, a certain action may take plaoe whioh will not be 
qualified to be listed as an offense (despite the enlstanoe of Par. 14). 
Oould It be possible that there la a ohanoe for the aoouaed to be set 
free? Well, let's see what art. 16 of the orlminal code of the RBlisfi 
says • 



'If this, or any other aot whioh Jeopardises community welfare is 
unforeseen in the code, then the basis and sphere of responsibility 
for it is determined by those artloles of the oode whioh deal with 
aots similar to the one in question. 1 

■ o other criminal codes in the world allow Judging by analogies. 
This stems from the spirit of the old Homan prinolple, that there is no 
orime if a law is not broken. Demooratlo law plainly states that a 
person is subject to punishment, only if a luw forbidding suoh aote, 
exists during the oommisslon of suoh an aot. 

If the bolsheviks adapted this prinolple, it might happen that 
many people would be freed from the threat of arrest. They don't want 
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this to happen. The law haa to he reared. 

Doee thla law have practical applications? Obviously! 

Personally, I w&a eontenoed.among other reasons, that to the 
question of the Judge that ae a Polish soldier would 1 fight against 
Soviet Husala I answered. "I would have fought had I been so oommanded 
That answer waa underlined in my verdlot ae proof of my unwillingness 
to adjust myself to oommunism. Hundreds of thousands of Polish offl- 
olala were eentenoed to years of imprisonment for performing admini- 
strative functions in Poland, daring it's lndependenoe . Thousands of 
polioe were shSt without benefit of trial simply because they were 
polioe. and therefore, guardians of the oapitalistio organisation, for 
proof of this statement. I offer the name of one oamp in whioh 6.000 
polioe were imprisoned during 1939040. from whioh none la left livings 
OataasJcow. near Wologtta* 

Punishment is meted oat for the acts of your father and forefather! 
and for the fa at that you are living in a non-oommoniatio world* 



CHAPTER IV 



Soviet Humanitarian: and Juetlo© 

The dolahavlt an 1 1 -human 1 tar Ian admLnlu tratlon SO Jubtloe la aeon 

In : 

aj tho procedure w L th infanta, children, ana women, 

b) the treatment of political prlaonere, 

o) the Isolation of the priaoner with regard to hla family,. 

d) the procedure dealing with pardons' from the death penalty, 

e) the Investigating methods, and 

f) organization of prisons and slave labor oatnpe. 

Children and youths do not constitute any special exceptions when 
the administration of justice is considered in the USSR. The ofiainal 
oode treats these affairs short and oonolaely, devoting two artiolea 
to them in it's general part. art. 12 of Part III, entitled v Oeneral 
Principles of Penal Polioy', establishes that: 

"Minors that have reached the age of 12 and are under suspicion oi 
committing robbery, perpetrating an outrage, doing bodily damage, crip- 
pling, or committing murder will be subject to trial with applications 
of all types of punishment". 

Art. 25 of Part IV, when speaking of protective community ms as or si 
In the first place mentions: 

"returning minora to the ouetody of parents, guardians, trustees, 
relatives, if they have the power to restrain then - cr other indivi- 
duals or Institutions". 

More frightful than the letter of the law to sentenced children, 
is the aotuallty of the sentence. I f ll return to that later, 

Equality of rights for the Soviet woman is seen in her treatment 
regarding the administration of Juatibe on an equal basis with ana* 
result of this la oynloism and shamelessness in prooedorss with j if the 
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female prisoner, In methods of lnveetigu tlon , the brutality of admin- 
istering punishment, and it it's execution. Pregnancy and oure of an 
infant does not enter into the diatrioution of punishment. fhe jenalt 
of death la applied with the aame ruthleaaneaa in rename to a woman a 
a man , i’he sIok. and the ngeu are tro..tod Just uu ruthJe:. a!y. ^he on l 

exception established for pregnant women and those under in years ia 
that the deutn aentenoe can not be applieu to them /art. cl of the 

criminal code/. . „ ;■ 

aipolitloal or counter-revolutionary prlaoner of the soviet ia 
treated a great deal woree than a oommon original. i’hls favoring of 
criminals was not only established throughnpraotloe , but it results fr 
the prinoiples of oollectlve responsibility. If the father of a orlml 
nal was not a proprietor, then by reason of his proletariat desoent, hi 
1s considered a victim of the capitalistic system, and for that reason 
merits lenlenoy from the proletariat courts. 

A prisoner in nussia is denied the privilege of oommuniouting wit! 
his family not only during the time of investigation, but even during 
his entire prison term. He oanno t even let them lenow he had been 
arrested, or to what prison he ie confined. 

i’he Soviet prisoner has no possibility to oompluln of abbuees 
practiced by the prison superintendent or the lnves tlgating organ, 
ttvery complaint must go through the prison ohlef, and the prisoner can 
not oheott whether It had been delivered. If It should happen that a 
procurator visits the cell ulooic, then no one will be so thoughtless as 
to voioe a grievance that had not gone through the prison ohief. 

Actual loss of citizenship rightu does not start when a verdict ie 
handed down, out from the moment of arrest by the MVD. 

■During the time of investigation, the most brutal methods are need 
to force a confession. i'hese methods do not yield in anything, and In 
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aome oaaea aurpaae the notorious methods of Hitler. 



fartioularly glaring an t 1 -human 1 tar lan 1 am la seen In the prooedu 
and treatment of the prlaoner sentenced' to death. Anticipation* of a 
pardon while waiting for confirmation of the verdlot may last months, 
i’he prlaoner la kept in the death cell all this while, in an atmOsphe 
conducive to madnesa, 

So called reformatory labor oamps , and in particular oonoentratl 
oamps, - disregarding difficult olltnut^tf* conditions - Are so organize 
that only those prisoners that haveea strong physical construction oa 
survive In them for any great length of time. £he main task of these 
labor oamps is the idahu biological extermination of enemies of the 
communis tio purty. 
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7 

l’he Outgrowth of xtra- Judio ial Juutioe 



Hie ft: r:i L^;h to J find fur- rn •.oil in.*' : ’ovlfll law, which ov<n foroeoa iho 
application of • • o v In l. Lawn oil terrain not, yu t tinbrnoM v. I t.l: ooviot 

'justice ' l s not Him only o rguu of Judgment In tho UbCR. instltutior 

which to mightier ;nui morn formidable than tho law t»nd com lltutl.on 
ooiub I nod oxl:i to 1 tii-.i tho J1515.H . Thlu Inn tl tu L 1 on lt : know uu ’Minis torium 
^nutrennyoh dial* - The Ministry of Internal affairs - the lust incor- 
poratlon of the notorious 'GzeKa. 

In spite of art. 112 of the Soviet constitution which establishes 
that ’judges are independent, they are subject only to the laws', the 
oourt with it's rules is not the principal Institute dispensing Justice, 
At least 90^ of the 'Justice ' meted out to political prisoners Is In the 
power of the M7D, beyond the realm oftnthe court. 

The MVJJ la the communistic vanguard of armeu revolution and Soviet 
rule, and iceeps an eye on the political trend of thought of It's oiti- 
zens, regardless of whether they are members of tho communis tnparty , 
the military, or government officials. fhe MVD received legal recog- 
nition from the Executive Central Committee of the USSR, which although 
being unconstitutional, nevertheless In general praotloe has more 
meaning and la more Important than the legal courts. The praotloe of 
extra- Judicial Justice is more wlde-apread and more severe than the 
legal kind of Justloe. 

The demoor&tio structure also has It's extra- Judloal Justice - the 
administrative. However, the administrative fines are so unimportant, 
and oomprlae only a small oateggry of offenses that only a small per- 
centage of people are concerned 'with the exiatanoe and activity of this 
organ. Minor traffic violators, Inebriated disturber's of the peaoe, 
and oreator’s of a public nuiaanoe feel the activities of administrative 

jjj floig^nnni fT iAL/ t ja ct t ioialo oiily -> 
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lawa through the payment of a fine, or a day of urreut. 

The Soviet method of administrative Juutioe la ao universal and 
handled auoh u wide sphere of offenBea, t,hat the greatest percentage of 
tho oonvlotod la through the efforts of the UVD, and these Bentenoe 
range for many, many ye are. 

l’he practices of the MVD were never. In any place , publioly pro- 
claimed and ik>_ one , w l th the exception of a small group of ; .the ^ollt- 
Dureau and tho heads of the MVD, Knows .t^edr extent and what areas it 
oomprlses. i’hey are so extensive and so special, that they decide over 

i 

life in the USSR. 

Sven though /no/ one has heard of, or doesn't know what these 
practices are. It does not prevent the authorities from punishing the 
people for their violation, and that i8 flaw 1 . Soviet jurisdiction 
does not say that in order to acquire legal power of authority it is 
necessary to publish the /act. Why should it? 

Soviet legislation does not olearly define the dlfferenoe between 
law and a disposition or order. In the West on the other hand, a die- 
position must be supported by a law Binding the power, and mnst be 
publicised. 

fhe praotloal oonsequenoe of thlB principal of Soviet legislation 
la that the entire administrative subordinate aotivitynie not objective 
rule, but a political aim. 

The might of the MVD, and it’s terrorlstlo character, is based on 
these peculiarities of Soviet legislation. 

It is clear that this activity is an illegal one whioh endows 
Soviet Jnstloe, and the entire oomnunletlo system, an^bsolutely^re- 

i 

actionary / character. 

We do not know the rules whioh the UVD follows, bat we do knew the 
results of their 'labor', and these enable ue to pat forward the eater- 



rvi-n«oAlioo 



I 



■ 4wtfl '' a g a f riAL/uet Wiiduiut 



-MT-r . y§ 

oner " y| 



\ 



tlon, that not the oourta, but the MVD la the main lnatitntlon of 
dispensing Jaatloe. 



ESPIONAGE & TROTSKYISM 



The Russian AuthorltAeo came to the oonoluulon that It wasn't 
enough to deal with eupLonage In the orimlnal oode, so they Inserted 
the means of fighting It In their 0on8 tl tu tlon. *rt. 133 of the 
USSrt Oonatltutlon ( IV 06 ) reads as followa: 

"Treason, breaoh of oath, going over to the aide of the 
enemy, oaualng damage to the military power of the 
nation's eapionuge system, ar^pdnishable with the full 
severity of the law, as the greatest crime ". 

Art. 60, par. lA and lB of the criminal oode states the maximum 
punishment for Crimea specified in -art. 1, £, and 3 fa of the 
Constitution. This is clear and understandable, and would need no 
disoussion were it not for it's applications in speoifio instances 
daring the existence of these particular articles. 

The speoifio naming of the espionage and ^sabotage aot in the 
Constitution, and it's enforcement, created a speol&l complex re- 
gardlng eaootag^.^ The result of this complex is the indnbi table 
faot that in no other country in the world are there so many eentenoed 
for sa b o t ag e as in Russia. (and, unfortunately, do we know as little 
about any country as we know about Russia). Industrial aahttfcege is 
dealt with the same as the military, and there is no dlfferenoe in 
the punishment. This oomplex brought about the conclusion, that in 

CL 

the eyes of the law, every alien who is not a sa b o t e u r, is at least 
a Candida is , and sccnsr or latsr, will be some -hll^ inripriaaa. 

I did not meet a single alien who did not have a paragraph dealing 
with espionage affixed to his vsrdlot. learly all Russians haring 
oontaot with aliens, even accidental, are in slave labor oamps as 
spies . Personally I was sentenoed °~ <v ^Vnd that beoause I waa 

*a messenger of the Prenoh intelligence, together with General 81- 







korakl'a band, and in oontaot with the Englioh-Amor loan counter- 
Intelligence (alo.'i), strived to overthrow with force, the Soviet 

organization". I personally knew a Soviet engineer who wae lm- 

/ 

prisoned in a aluve labor camp for many yeare, beouuae he hud 

i 

bought an arithmetlo book from a German consulate offiolal for / ' 

60 rubles (about 10 dollars). He was sentenced to 6 years im- 
prisonment. The verdict was motivated because 'the sum was so 
•mall, that there is no doubt that he must have given secret ln- 
formation in addition to the money'. He was sentenced by the MVD. 
and .the official charge was. 'suspected of espionage'. 1 oould 
name hundreds of euoh cases. 

•Another morbid complex of Soviet Justice is Trotskyism. 

The official Bolshevik doctrine defines Trotskyism as a radical 
leftist doctrine, depending on a program of permanent revolution, 
supported on one side against oapitalis. and from the other side 
against extrememnationaliam. The theoretical difference between the 
opinions of Trotsky and Stalin depends on this, that Trotsky held 
oat for the first plan for world revolution, holding Russia as an 
example, internal strife in capitalistic countries. Stalin resolved 
to oreate socialism in one oountry. whioh having been accomplished, 
he would have started a revolution relying on his army. 

The interpretation of Trotskyism by the MTD is very extensive, 
for the MVB, a Trotakyite is not only a follower of Trotsky, but he 
la in fact every Communist and non-Oonmnnlat who >doea not adhere to 
the political line of Stalin, dll foreign Communists who do not 
acknowledge the authority of the Oomlnform. or have no oontaot with 
it. are Trotskyites. and sooner ‘or later, at the earliest possible 
time, find themselves imprisoned. I frequently net hundreds of foies. 
Oseohs. Bunanlans. and Hungarians, who were true Communists, and 

yet found themselves in Soviet prisons. 



i 



Inoldentally, I oan add that Soviet legislature passes oat 



extremely high sentenoes for oroaalng the border, regardless of 
whether It be leaving or entering Huaala. Leaving Hassle is con- 
sidered treason, and oan be poniahable by death. Illegal entranoe 



into rtusaLa la punishable by not lesa than 3 years imprisonment' 



in a slave labor oamp. More often than not, the aentenoe is from 



5 to 8 yeara, which la tantamount to a life sentence. 

This oomplloated Soviet Justice* i^^Wie reason for the I ron 
Our tain. 
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VII 

The Justification of the Koonomlo Syetem 

The practical application of all tbe'se lawa, and ubove ill , the 

e x tra - J ad l oa 1 Justice la the oauae of tho Impr luonmun t of froiu 10 to lt> 

million person In Xka Soviet rtussla. fhls hugo army of common sluves lb 

foroea to lauor fo r . tho benefit of the organi tutLon , literally for a 

place of oromi, and oonB 1 1 trii Lg • ti r 0 ti L JTuot/or In th 0 wuonooi 1 o syw tom of 

the Soviet. It very rudioally aolvea many economic problems, ao I'll 

only name: a) the dumping of political traffic on foreign markets, 

b) the unemployment situation, and o) the development of baolcward laa as. 

The oheapneee of labor permitu competition in the world markets. Since 

it has been In force, modern slavery haa helped solve a problem that has 

always been a diffioulty for capitalistic countries - the unemployment 

problem. The lack of laoorera is being felt in nusaia, and they are 

foroed to an ever greater reuoh into the woman's reserve. toomen are 

employeu In ever widening spheres of labor. 

rhis great demand on labor would bring about a great migration of 

laborers in a search for greater employee benefits and better pay, whioh 

in reality oonstltute better living and ollmutic conditions. To afcold 

« 

this, Hussion law forbids the voluntary change of residence and place 
of employment. 

The rules governing punishment for tardiness and absenteeism are 
also very severe. The decree of 1940, with prudent foresight, states 
the severe punishment for leaving a place of employment, or being late 
for work. The law dealing with 'absenteeism ' establishes the fine for 
missing ons day of work, without a legitimate excuse, at a loss of £6> 
pay for a period of six months. A repetition entails a punishment of 
six months of labor without pay in a labor ouxup. A third 'absence* is 
tantamount to an aot of industrial sabotage aud is liable to Art. 66 

*' ■ -■ ,Vt • 



par. 14, and theoretically la punishable with tha full penalty. Including 
death, but la general practice a sentenoe of 8 yeara la a labor camp la 
meted out. 

besides l.upr Isonmen t In pr leone and slave labor camps, there Is a 
widespread praotloe In Huaela of forced migration of people, and even 
entire populations, to Siberia and Oentrul -a-sia, fhls action le dicta- 
ted by two mo ttvoH : national politics, und economic plans for converting 
the Soviet Into u compact fciuropeun-^Blat'to nation, Por the realization 
of such a great reoulldlng, a vast terrain has to be colonized. The 
needed colonists are recruited from the smaller nations as Poland, Lith- 
uania, koret, Jsbeoic, and above above all, the Ulcralne. The official 
statistics of the Soviet show usmthat the lessening of ths number of 
Ulcranlane In the Ukraine from 19S0-1940 to be greater than 10 million. 

It Is true that In those years about 4 million died from starvation, bat 
there had alBO been a natural birth inorease, (one of the largest in the 
world), so that it oan be boldly stated that within 10 years about 1£ to 
15 million people had been foroefully displaced from the Ukraine. 

History is being repeated in the mass displacement of persone acc- 
ording to the examples of medieval and anoient times. The £0th oentnry 
is reliving the epooh of slave trufflo. It Is happening in the ’most 
progressive nation In the world’, whloh has ths ’most liberal oonstitutlOi 
in the world*, and the ’moat humanitarian law’. 



CHAPTER Till 



Conclusions 

The conveyed analysis of certain points of the Bolehevik criminal 
code, and artloles of the rtusslan constitution, which Bpeak of the 
organa for dispensing Justice, gives authority to draw the following 
conclusions: 

The dlapenalng of Justice In the USSR haa nothing In common with 
the democratic principles of Justice elnopj. - 

1. It haa a Judicial relative oharao terie tlo , and in practice, 
above all, an administrative one. 

£« It haa techniques of authoratlve execution. 

3. It la a technique used for the realisation of world revolution. 

4. It is an activity regulating the demands of labor, indispensable 
to the discharge of extensive investigating duties organised through 
the state. 

5. It is the reformatory-educating agency that haa as it's aim 

the adjustment of non-oommuniutio persons to life in a 

worker's state. 




PART III 

QKGAK I^Ai'IUNb icUMINUiSinlNG JUGflGK 
Techniques of Investigations and Uourt Prooedures 



CiLajPTEH I 

Judlolul Organization* 

jlXt 104 of ^he j>Q7 le t oonstitutlon : 

•The final law oourt la the Supreme court of the USSR. It super - 
vises the activities of all Judlolul organe- In the USiiR and the United 
Republics * • 

Axt« 103 of the oonatltutlon t 

t 

•Supervision over all oourt activity is performed at the dlreotlon 
of the people’s assessor (narodnyoh sasledatlele J ) , exoeptlngin the 
lnstanoes speolfloally set apart by law*. 

Art. 112 of the oongUtgUon : 

•Judges are Independent, and subject only to the law'. 

The autonomy of United Republlo oourte la preserved in the Judi- 
cial authority organization. This principle however, does not apply to 
the appointment of a proseoutor. Proseoutors of Republics of the union 
have the right to appoint diatrlot proseoutors, and minor offlolale. bat 
only with the approval of the Supreme Proseoutor of the USSR. &aoh 
Republlo has individual criminal oodes. This 'individuality' la seen 
In the numbering of the code with their identioal oontenta in the R&V&R 
OOdo . 

The added table portrays the aotual Soviet Judloal organisation 
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REMARKS i 



The Bupraae Council of the Union or of the Republic depending on tho 
degree of the hierarchy, ■electa the Supreme Court :’or a five year term. 

Territorial court* (country, oblast, and region) aru Belected by the 
proper council* of active deputien for a five year ‘^rra. j. 

People* ' court* are entabllahed for a three year te:^n by secret electiono 
of the citlfcen* of the particular region*. I 

i i . i 1 i .r ■ i : ■■ I ' 

The Supreme council of the USSR appoint* the Chief Procurator of the 
USSR for aeven year*. J j i 

! 1 i ' 1 • ! : 1 : 

The Chief Procurator of the; USSR appoint* the procurator* of the j 
individual republic** countrie* and Wojevodatva for five year*. 

The Procurator of the republic vi Ji the approval of the Chief Procurator 
eppolnte the Procurator* of j the district*, region*, and cities for a 
five year term. 'I . I ! I 
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The Supreme Counoil of a Aepubllo, depending on It's place In the 
system, ls.johosen for a term of 6 years by the Supreme Coart. 

Territorial Judges f ooan try , ooun ty , and district) are choben for 
6 year terms by a worker's Deputy Coanoil. 

Judges for public oourta are aleoted by secret ballot in regional 
elections for a 5 year term. 

The Chief Prosecutor of the USSR Is ohoeen for a 7 year term by 
the Supreme Council of the USSR, 

The Chief Prosecutor n&mea the prosecutor for each Republic to 

serve 6 years. 

With the approval of the Chief Prosecutor, the prosecutor of a 
Republic names regional prosecutors for 5 year terms. 



Independent from the shore organisation, are the military ooor ts 

tohioh funotion under the pretext of an administrative-military division. 

« 

■Besides this, there are temporary Revolutionary Tribunals (Rewtrybonaly) 
operating, aoooun table to the highnoourts. 

On the other hand. Art. 102 of the constitution presents special 
courts in the U33R f which were enaoted on the recommendations of the 
USSR Supreme Court. It was this type of court that Judged the oase of 
Tuohaosewskl and his associates, the noted oase of the 16 aooused Polish 
representatives of the underground government, and many oases of this 
type. 

If the above mentioned artloles were the only artioles of the 
constitution, it wouldn't be possible to hage any reservations regsr ding 
the organisation of Soviet Judicature. Other artloles of this consti- 
tution exist, whioh factually oanoel the right of autonomous court* in 
individual Republics, as well as court independence. 





Arte. 118 Wd 116 plainly state, that pWeoutors of the Uni tad 
Bapablloa or districts which are 'autonomous*, are named by tha ®hlef 
U98B Prosecutor, It la olaar than that thla sham autonomy la bat a 



which oonflrma tha practlca of oentrallelng Judicial datiaa 
Tha independence of thejudges ia also illuntrated in tha Unit of 
thair terms (6 ya ara, and in some oases, 3). 

It waa atatad that Judges ara elaotad. Actually, 'they, are appoints 
alnoa tha aalaotion of Judges by tha SunX-^ me j Poonall of tha U8SH can ba 
synonomous with appointment by tha party which haa the deonding voloe in 
all things, 

Tha election of Jndgaa for tha people's oourt (tha lowest ooozt) 
takes place according to the well known formula applied at tha alaotlont 
of Soviet deputies . According to it, elections ara general , without 
intervention, equal, secret, but.... you ohoose. . • .only one delegate I 
This is incomprehensible to demooratlo nations, but entirely natural In 

f * 

Bus ala. Unions or organisations (in whloh the deoldlng f&otor Is evi- 
dently and solely oommunistlo ) present only one candidate, and so It Is 
possible to hold general and aeoret eleotlons. The party candidate has 
an assured victory, slnoe therein absolutely no one to oppose him* 

I repeat: It is Incomprehensible, but universally praotloed In the 
USSR. Presenting the fact that Soviet elections are not real eleotlons 
la all that oan be done > there Is no oouneel to be given* 

Another condition exists that permits the assurance that tho so 
called Independent courts are not really independent at all* There Is 
another Institution in Soviet Russia whloh has wide prerogative of 
Justlve, This the the 'Ministerlum Wnutrlennyoh Dial* OflTD formerly 
known aa H AYD), 

The practices of this institution are so extensive that they oomp- 
’lately oonoel the essence of A.rt, 11£, at the same time 

. .. aimm’i. •. .*• -Jg Nib i r ■ ■ 
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of the entire VR’iat Juatloa apparatuo. ^ 

b 

There la no doubt; Soviet Juatloa reata. In the banda of two lnatl- 
tutlona, the Minlatry of Juatloa. and the MVD. 

The oompetenoy of theoe two inatltutiona la not olearly aet down. 

In any oave , thla oan not be determined due to the Indistinct wording of 
the criminal oonduot oode . Fundamentally It oan be acoepted. that the 
ooarta pronounce aentenoe for offenaea Hated In the criminal oode f and 
the M7D eliminated Individuals and groups that are 'dangerona or detrl- 
mental to the community 1 . 

from reading the text, attention to certain artloleeof the orlmlnal 
oonduot oode show that ’speolal orders* kxk give the funotionariea of 
the M7J) speolal prlvelegea, These orders probably define the sphere of 
activity for the UTD, but they are so aeoret, they are not known gene* 
rally, and least known In demooratlo nations, 

Batabllshment of any aoourate boundaries Is unlikely. Besides, it 
seems athat this la a doubtful question even t6 the Interested lnstltn* 
tlona. We will hare to judge by observation as to the who, when and 
whjfore of Soviet arrests, lnvsstlgatlons and convictions. 

The basis that Soviet law is a tool of the revolutionists results 
In the differentiation between orlmlnal and polltloal offenses. Am a 



oonaequenoe of this, dlffersnt organs engage In their review. 

Before di sous sing the techniques of the Soviet judiciary, it has to 
bo otrooood that the moat often enoountered offense le oounter-revolutloi 
whloh la of a polltloal nature. Therefore It behooves ua to diaonsa the 
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is 

This essential for the oomprehension of the background and dimensions of 
ths political terror, constituting the true essence of national 11JI In 
the Soviet* 
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M. V. D, 



8xletlng without Interruption uinoe 19^7, M. V. 1>. is the 
fourth In a aeries of names given to an organization whloh has 
baan In exlatunoe a inoa 1917. The founding fathar of thl» ln»- 
atltutlon La JTellx DzlerzynaJcl , one-time head of tha Extra- 
ordinary ^ommlsalon ' (Jxere zwyo sa Jnof Aocniejl After 

it was Jcnown aa the GPU 'Qlawnoje Poll tiosesko Ja 
u^rawlan 1 Ja ' . The name was than ohangad to HAYD 'larodnyj 
Momlsarlat Wnutrlennyoh J^iel 1 , only to bV"a lateral, after* tha 

a 

war, to tha more 'democratic 1 MTD 'Minister lum Wnutrlennyoh Dial'* 
Tha sphere of aotlvltyiof tha Ministry of Internal Affairs 
la considerably. .broader than In any democratic nation. The head 
of the M. T. J). , besides haring the confirmed rights of a Minister 
of Interior, also has broad prerogatives relating to the o haras tax- 
is tios of the legal administration. In 1941, the rapid growth of 
the former ■ JOfD, oanssd the orsatlon of the Ministry of Stats Se- 
curity, 'doalsarlat Oosudarswlsnno J Bsiopasnostl* IJCGB. This Mi- 
nistry, formerly Jcnown as the Oommlssarlat, under took the task of 
exposing ooanter-revolutlonista, and offenses against art* 66 of 
the criminal node, as well as safeguarding latlonal and Military 
seourlty. The faot that a separate Ministry had to be created to 
guard against eots aimed at only one artlole ofmthe orlmlndl oods, 
gives us an idea to the great number of people involved in sneb 
aots. The name of this Ministry is not as universally kao wn ae the 
old name, therefore I will use the known name in vaf ev j a- sea 

organisation exeoutlng oontrol over life within Russia, eoabatisg. 
revolution, and being the same as the arm of Stalin, the party, 
or, who prefers, the proletariat* ^ 

Minister Beril was the head of M* T. D. ontll 1941 , when 
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H&moXa" took charge. Ha was however, dlreotly liable to Beril', 

■o muoh bo, that it oan be aald Beril la the big boss of M. V. D. 
The mala task of M. ▼. ]). la their fight, against ooonterGrevo- • 
lutlonlsts, and Speaking trui’& y ftllXy , with all activities directed 
against tho absolute powera of Stalin. Mo one on earth has the 
slightest doabt that Stalin la a dictator, and needsany explanation 
of the statement. 

Very often I am confronted with thev-qw^stlon: "fchy ’doesn * t 
the Kusslan nation rebel agalnat the Bolshevik party. It's not 
over 3 million strongT" 

I never heard that qnestlon In Husela. This question oan 
only be posed by a oltlsen of a demooratlo nation, who doee not 
onderstand the mentality and ethioa of the Huaalana. Being raised 
in an atmosphere of freedom, he oannot believe many of the revel- 
• ations about the U. S. S. H. 

* 

It has to be understood, that In It's fight agalnat oounter- 
revolutionlsm, the M. V. D» diaohargea it' a duties remarkably well 
beoause It has at It's disposal t 
1. 8ovlet law# 

£# In army of informers# 

3. a speoial branch of the Internal M. V. i>. army# 

4# Private equipment to handle their own railroad trans* 
portation, river traffio, and ships sailing under the 
green and white flag. 

6# Private telephone lines. Independent of those In 
general use# 

The management of these media oreatea a government within a 
government# and possesses rights unheard of in other parts of the 
world# *ven the Gestapo, had neither suoh means, nor anoh rights 



*t it's disposal# 
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The wording of the entire criminal code, and in particular, 

arts* 9 and 68, la ao Ingtnioualjr thought oat, that fondMiantAllj 

. . .. / 

• very oitlsen of the U. 8* 8. R. can be arreeted and convicted bn 
any pretext, 

f 

It must not be forgotten that 'the manneT and confirmation 
% 

of arreeta by the M. V. U. ' together with 'the manner and super- 
vision of investigation of those brought before the M. V* ' , 
oonslstB of a special order specifically established for thisupur- 
pose. aa I mentioned before, these special orders have not been 
disclosed to . the populace alnoe they are as secret as all the 
activities of the M. V. x)» 

Besides the courts normally subject to the Ministry of Justice, 
the M. V. i). orders secret trials as deoreed by the administration, 

which is under it's immediate power. In 1936, when Jesow was the 

♦ 

officer in oharge of a special Tribunal of Three was insti* 

tuted in Moscow for the sole purpose of hastening the destr notion 
of the 'enemies of the people*. This w&b at a time when there was 
an especially strong movement of terrorism, and the courts were 
physioally unable to handle their obligations. Up to 1938, this 
Tribunal had the right to pass a death- sentence . even at a aeoret 
trial . After the liquidation of Jesow, the activities of the 
Tribunal were curtailed, and the name ohanged to the Special College 
'Osoboje Sowiessosanije’ , henoe the shortened 0880, It la still 
functioning, but does not hand out sentences of mor emthan 8 yearp. 

It does, however, take full advantage of it's power, and the 
numeral 8 appears on most of it's convictions. 

The M7D la given it's information as to whom shall be arrested, 
by a large army of informers called •aekaoty*, - ’sskrstnyj so trad* . 
nlk', that la, aeorst assistants. 

. m .. 

— * •'* *’*'?*"" ’t" ' ’ ’ lAl. : jwkJ 




Art. 91 of the Soviet orlmlnul oonduot node Huyu: ' the nouroee 

ailed to deteot orlminal oonduot arei 

1. Declarations of citizens, associations, and organ- 
Lzatlons . 

2. Information of governmental institutions and govern- 
meat workers. 

3. -belf-aoousatlon. 

4. Troaeoutor'a motion. . .. i 

5. The knowledge of the Investigating organization, the 
presiding Judge or the courts.' 

The information is divulged at headquarters. Soviet Judioial law 
presumes that a person mentioned in an accuser's report, and there- 
fore being under suspicion, is guilty* These reports plane the 
populaoe in Jeopardy. If the aooased had not yet committed a or Ism, 

he may have thought of committing one. Since the thought, and the 

« 

deed, are both punishable alike, the aooussed is automatloally 
Judged. The astringent applioation of the law aots as a measure of 
prevention. It will always be a moot question whether a person has 
the lnollnation to commit a orime or not. The Soviet oouxts do not 
stop to oonsidsr this. Of ooarse it is difficult to oonjeoture 
whether a person wants to oomAit a orime, endeavors to push his plans 
to oompletion, or if that isn't the ease, whether or not he had the 
inolination to ooamit a orime. That is the crux of the nhtter* 

In the Bus sian courts, the spoused has to prove that he had 
no intentions of crime. Xaia la very difficult to do, therefore it 
is pretty certain that onoe arrested, his guilt is a oertainty. 
is soon as a report is made on him, his not only is under suspioion, 
but guilty as sharped. 

In Boris t Hassle, informers are as oonmoa as Use. 



r 
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The sohoold of rtuaala here ooureea on the subject of divulging 

information. Children ere raised Ln the belief that informing on 
any one la a virtue, and u duty of a SovlSt oltlaen. *rt. 68 f> p«, 

1: , of the criminal oode pertains to all eouroea of Information 
dealing with contemplated or oompleted orlme. Therefore a Soviet * 
citizen treata the giving of information aa a completely natural 

and Justifiable aot. 'If I don't inform, someone else will* and It 

• ■— > 

la entirely poealble thatuthey will denoKnoe me' - Is tffe normal 
ohaln ,of thought of an average Soviet citizen. 

The army of informers la counted ln the millions. They are- 
recruited from the ranks of voluntary informants* or the compulsory. 
The voluntary ones are the ideal Communists, those that -believe 
Informing is a virtue* or weaic oharaotered Individuals. 

The compulsory informers, without exception* are* hotel manege re 
keepers of rooming houses, all factory management dealing with 
personnel* captains of ships of the fleet, „ member e of the worker's 
unions, every third member 'Xbmsomolu' the young people! party* ell 
■embers of the Communist party* political army workers* adminis- 
trative personnel of tbe 'dblohosow' collective farms* a to. 

For the investigation of all possible proof of reals taaoe* the 
MVD has at it's disposal* speolal detaohaenta of an Internal any 
not subordinate to the regular army, according to the estimates of 
Sextain Soviet citizens (who at one time held highnoff loss , and later 
were aentenoed to many years of imprisonment with me* To mention 
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General), the MTS army nomhore more than 8 million persona. This 
•Wnutriennyje To J aka MTS' constitutes a strong peaoe-time army a g a i nst 
whioh the Kueslan oltiien will not rebel* as oan bo teat if led by the 
Insurrection in 1932, 1935/4 ln tho Ukraine and Oanoaous* and nits 

ln ths war against Oerneay in 1943/3. 
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are now being unier taken in the Southsrn-Asiatio countries. 

Baring the war the IBS was equipped with first rats maohlns 

t 

guns, f^aaj# throws rH- r _J?anaax units, and tanka, and had bssn aswlgned 
th« duties of boarder patrol tS prevent escapes, and to suppress 
any rebellion. i'hla may not have been universally known, but is 
not and never waa a ueorut to the average auauian soldier. Helther 
is It a swore t that the reserve army is trained in the remote 
sections of the country, and is unarmed. -*rma were distributed only 
for target practice. Hlflea and ammunition were brought in by the 
MTD, and taken away again after practice. froops ordered to the 
front, very often rode unarmed, and always without ammunition. Only 
after orosslng the protective WS lines did they rsoeive full battle 
equipment. Obviously Soviet propaganda hid this fact very carefully. 
■This seoreoy waa possible, when you realise that foreign oorree- 
pondenta were unable to oroM theee lines. 

Other detachments of this army perform duties as prison guards, 
and guards in slave labor oamps, 

full liberty of operations, independent of other administrative 
agenolss of stats, as well as osrtaln oonneotions are assured the 
*Mfi) by| private means of transportation, private telephone lines, 
and numerous radio stations. 

The MTD handles the administration of prisons ' Parsed Glowny 
Wlesiennlotwa', oamps 'Gulag*, and poll tioallyn tends displaoed 
persona 'seolaniem'. 

The RWC 'Babooso-Kreetijaakaja JCr&an&Ja Mills Ja' # whioh is 
equivalent to oar polios foros, is under the Jurisdiction of the 
MTD. Obviously, it's duties aren't a fraotion ae important aa the 
MTD. These duties consist ohiefly in keeping publio order, end 
apprehending oriminale. In many oriminal oases, for rsasons nn- 



known to m, the HTD will oonduot criminal inrest igatlons wi thout 
the aid of the polio* . fh* polio* nerer investigate politioal 

o*8*o • the a* are laves ti gated hy the MVD, with 8(> of them goin^ 

/ - 

thru the OSSO. 

Before the MSB waa eliminated, it was responaible to the MV v 
for the purpoae of training spies for duty in foreign military and 
politioal parties. i'hia waa the moat extensively organised system 
of spies in the world. . j > ^ 

Who la the MVD subject to? 

according to the letter of the law, control over the M TD ought 
to be handled by the high counsel of the USSR, but that lsn*t so* 
Contrarlly, the members ofmthis ooonsel are subject to close obser- 
vation by the organisation whloh theoretically the control, actually 
the MVD is responsible to no one but Stalin. 




UHAPfriii III 
Methods of Arrests 



Th« arreataof indivlduala aaapeoted of committing a orlmln^l off- 
ense are performed by the militia. i’tae foundation for «uoh arrests. .la 
A rl. VI oo o . The forum i l ties associated with these arrests are more or 
less similar to those in democratic nations. 

•Arrests performed through the MVD present a different picture, 
in these oases, the binding faotors are ’'ifrptoiul orders'." 

An order for arrest ia not necessarily attributed to the completion 
of an attempted act. It ia universally Jcnown that there were instances 
of persona being arrested who were unknown by the MVD. In Soviet occu- 
pied oountries (Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, etc.) there were 
■ass raids on the streets, and in public places, in which all per sons 
were arrested and after being transported to the MVD headquarters, 
segregation took place. It was ouatomary to l^old all that did not 
possess personal identification, together with arrivals from other 
localities* 

Arrests of individuals wars also performed. This was usually done 
by sithsr uniformed or non-unlformed agents of the UVD aoooating pede- 
strians who had stopped to converse. They would be individually ques- 
tioned on the topio of their conversation. If their answers were the 
same, they'd bs told to move on - if not, they were arrested. The reason 
for arrest was that theynhad been oarrying on a oounter-revolutionary 
’conversation' , or complaining or existing oondltiona or oonsplrlng. 
Conspirators usually agreed before hand, that in the interruption by an 
agent of the MVD, they would saoh say that they had been dlaouaalng a 
film* Inoidently I'll add, the BolahevUca were astonished at the interest 
shown in films by a large peroentsge of the oitleene in oooupled oountrlsi 
Generally the arresting agenoy hastens to explain that it operates on 
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the principle of law and presents the arrested person with an order for 

arrost alined by the prosecutor. It la a common praotloe however, to 
have u delay of umny weeks, or even a dlaoen tinuance . i’hla oau^be. 
called an ’aoc Idfin tal 1 arrest, 



fc*rom ooeervlii^.' the uutlvi.ti.ee „>f the N^VJ, either In Soviet rlirasla 
or In ->ovl«t occupied uountrlwa, deponulng on the political altuatlon, 
arreuta are performed oy a specific plun prepared uy the higher-ups 
for any eventuality. The democratic in t'e^JJTetu tion of the law remains 
the same, but In Huaala the laws are flexible and elastic. This eiae- 
tlolty la endowed through **rt. 16 oo whloh introduces trials by analogy, 

The MVD always has a prepared list stating who shall be arrested 
for any oauee. Talcing into consideration the period of 1936-7 as a 
time of specifically intense terror, we can risk stating that the keys 
to arrests are : TrotsicyiteB , malefaotors , spies, and persons haring 
any oont&ot with friends or relatives in other countries. *.8 I pre- 
viously stated, the TrotsKy idea is as widespread in ituasia as attlefao- 
tlon and spying. It 1s no wonder then that for every 'Trotskyite* or 
other 'spy' a great number of persons find themselves on the road lead It 
to prison. This Isn't at all Illegal for Soviet law, through oo Art. 7, 
permits the application of punishment not only 'to persons that have 
committed an aot detrimental to publlo safety', but also to thoss that 
'present a danger' through their oonneotions with a orlminal environaenl 
or for past activities. 

The moment of arrest depends on the politloal situation. 

The MvD, working on the assumption that it's activities ought to he 
aeoret, performs most of it's arrests under oover, preferably at night. 
The Ingenuity used in camouflaging it's activities Is very great and is 
applied enpeolally in the methods ussd to oomb&t anti -common lam. An 
individual that Is under suspicion is usually called Into an offioa 
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3 ;■'■ •jj>p*rsatljr ttswi^or offloial business, generally the Militia offloe, 
and finds an agent of tha 1TTD waiting for him. In the same way, dlplo- 
tlo attaches and persons ln?>tifca ?pabllo eys are reoallad to Moscow* 



If an arraat takes plaoe at tha homa of the prisoner, the agents 
of the M7D usually attempt to reassure members of the family that the 
oanse of arrest la minor and that after explanations are given he will 
be releaqead « - .Evidently no one believes this, bat everyone.: hae a. ray 
of hope that in this particular incident, "tlie" - MVD agents aYe speaking 
the truth. 
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la every deinooratlo country respecting de Jur^and de faoto 
Independent trial®. Investigation® are for the purpose of deter- 






mining the exact facta. The way to thie, is the gathering of bvl- 
denoe to lnorlrninate the aoou®ed, aa well as to helping aoqult 
the unjustly aoouaed. Only after gathering all the evidence, do 
the Inveo t Igat ing officers present their acousations. If there 1® 
nonevldenoe, the oaae Is dropped, and the aqoused Is freed. The 
trial Itself, Is the result of an accusation, and has as It's aim, 
the establishment of the faot® of criminal offenses. Th® court 
works fr«®ly and independently of the Investigating offloere, and 
only judges by the faota and evidence collected daring the trial of 
the aooused. The aoouaed i® judged only after all evidence has been 
oolleoted and presented. 

Similar precepts may be found lnmthe Soviet criminal oondnot 
oode, and similar practice in Soviet ooarta 'whlohnpreslde over 
criminal oaae®. 

However, Soviet Justice works in an entirely different manner 
if the oaae is of a political nature. 

In these instances, the Soviet investigation is a function 
which has as it's aim®: 

a. The unooverlng of an offense. 

b« Incriminating people that aren't necessary to the regime* 

o. Convince the aoouaed that he had committed an offense. 

d ; fnrnd a con a* ion ?Toni hin? 3 

Prepare 

•. HiitU the writ of aoouaation. 

There is a popular saying in Huasla, "to attaoh an article ". 

The orlminal oode is attached to the guilty as well as the not gallty« 
The result of this 1® that the 'arrested is always guilty*. 
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Wh«n thm lWbetlgutor oan not find proof^fff guilt, h« look* for 

* 

other Incriminating aotu which suit his own convenience, and later on 

he will a end it to a superior court or the Speolal Collegium UTJ) 

■ ~ 

( 0330 ) . 

The superior court rellea on the act of accusation and endeavors 
to proT# the prisoner's guilt. A guilty plea Is unquestionable proof 
of guilt, and la the basis of sentence.. The 0330 always relies 
exclusively on material evidences of Investigation, and jpaas judgement 
In absentia administratively. 

When there le no proof of guilt, the aooused has to provide, and 

♦ 

prove, his own alibi of innooenoe. 

The real spirit of Basalan Justice gives rise to many Jen own 
Russian ansodotes. lothlng is more characteristic- of ths social and 
political life, as an anecdote. Hers are two of them. 

In the bath-house of a town, a teohniolan of an eleotrloal 

4 

appliance shop was robbed ofuhis clothing. The thief left only a 
vest, and the Soviet polioe had no euooeee in finding the thief* 
However, the victim's vest was thoroughly examined , tnrough force of 
habit, with the result that one of the polioemen found a pieoe of 
oopper wire* The wo r hinge of hie mind were channelled thaaly: 
'Teohniolan - working in a shop - he stole the wire, which le the 
property of the Soolalistlo country. Therefore a crook'. Re a nil, 
the arrest of the complaining vlotlm. (^ossosenko stories) 

Another one. 

A ao viiii bunny ran a.*j and didn't step until hs was well be- 
yond the iron our tain. 

"Why did you eeoapet" naked* a ram 
"Beoause they oaatmte horeea" 

"Bat yoar a bonny! " 



"That 1 a a 



for you to aay, but they o 



h you, oastrateyott| 



and then prove your not tt horse". 

The above uneodotes Illustrate not only the sporudlo ohonoe 
stupidity or the misuse of.tthe organs of Investigation, but aled the 
ruling system, 

€ 

There la a dominating tendency of self -aoousatlon In the Soviet 
dys tom of inveu tlgulLon. Through regulations, the Inquisitor does 
not give the arrested person the reason for depriving him ofmhis 
freedom. The investigator demands that the aoouseu define his orime 
personally. 

Between the time of arrest, and the first hearing, the arrested 
person's thinking processes are aimed st trying toufind oat the 
reason for his arrest. pereon having unluwfalloo.ntaots givee the 
Soviet authority u oonfeeeton, since he knows what he hae been 
arrested for, but the 'righteous' aearoh their memorise for recol- 
lections of instances In their aotivitiee whl'oh might be the baaia 
for what has happened. He maJcea un 'examination of oonsblenoe', 
mentally reaching back, finding lights and sh&dowd. In a certain 
instance, he finds some small, inconsequential f offense* - bat isn't 
yet certain whether that purtioul&x reason caused his arrest. 

Through these thought processes, the investigating Judge hopes 
to gain a confession of guilt from the arrested party. The moment 
of self-aooasatlon la also the moment of pleading gailty as o barge 4, 
and that is Dra of course what the investigators want to oome to 



nA88, Therefore* inmthe first phases of operation, the invest-^psto? 
attempts to explain to the arrestee the necessity of self -aooaeat ion, 
and to oonvinoe him that only a voluntary admission of guilt will 
help lessen the verdict, and who knows, whether or not, it may 
gain his freedom for him. 



4 . 



The a rented adLuilaaion of guilt is not ^Rrtiya retiHon emough to 

* 

oloae an lnvea tigution, and prepare a writ of aoousatlon. It may 

happen that an aoounod porbon uiav have uioro >’n his ooiiboienoe, and 

. . , . . ... rr 4 

the ‘idiiihuton .) f g.j L 1 t inuat be forthcoming in the ouu.e ratnnur . ouoh 
ia tne attitude of the invea tigutin organa. fhe prooeba of pro- 
curing a oonfeaaion aturta anew. Only after all tneana of ootuinlng 
u oonfeaaion and Bel f -uooaau tion ure exhuuate., does the investigator 
formulate hlu >wn more < i r leea fair ohargr e^. ^ agaln the lnves tlgutor 
triea - without telling tne aooused what the offense la - to bring 
about a oonfeaaion and aoJcnowledge his guilt. If the accused denies 
the aoousution, the investigator demands material proof (try to prove 
your not a horse). In the event that an aooused person oan furnish 
proof of lnnooenoe, the lnrea tigating organ will put forward new 
aaoueatlone until the aooused reslstanoe is finally broken. More than 
onoe investigations of this kind lasted from 3 to 4 yeurs. 

i 

Tendencies to attach artiolea of the criminal oode dominate the 
entire prooeeaes of investigation. In oase it la impossible to 
ascribe the commission of a crime to the aooused person, it is im- 
puted that hs had endeavored, or at least thought of, committing an 
offense. In saoh oases, it ia difficult for the aooused to gather 
evidence of innooanoe. 

If it ia diffioolt to formulate a charge, the MVD tries a method 
of investigation based on a ’life-sketch' • The aooused is obliged to . 
present, truthfully and in detail, a certain period in his life. He 
repeats this “ number of time*, at different intervals of time. The 
finding of discrepancies establishes, in the understanding of the 

i 

inveetlgatora , proof of hiding an offense. That ia an important point 
of provocation in the process of inducing the arrested person to a 
full confession (is raskajanl ja)« 
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fun d&me a Soviet law prevents the pr^Rntatlon of proof of 
guilt to the arrsutsa person. This In due, In many oases, to tha 
laoJc of evLdenoe, but mainly because tha inveti tigs tors strive for* 
a ooafeaalon and repantanoa. ilhe aim of the investigators la to 
phyaloally break down a paraon, and to oonvlnoe him that ha la a 
g retit ulnner against the aoolallatlo nation. 

Many different meane are applied to reaoh^ that aim* 

•^rt. 136 of tha criminal conduct code reads: 

"The Investigating court does not have tne right to demand a 
confession or admission of guilt from the aooueed by violence, 
thrsuts, or other similar means". 

'This article does not pertain to persons suapeqted of polltloal 
crimes, ae the Investigations are conducted by* the 1CTD which profit 
bjrmthe ’ apealal orders'* In general, the Impression is given, that 
the points that are forbidden under art. 136 of the criminal oon&aot 
oode are the means which are allowed the 1TTD. 

If In spite of strenuoas Inducements and persuasions, the prl- 
sonar still stubbornly maintains his Innocence, the investigating 
judge reaches into a great arsenal of suoh 'forbidden measures'* He 
does this with a olear conscience beaaUse after all 'the aooussd Is 
always guilty*. He is not arrested 'for nothing'. 

-a large file of these measures are available to the Investigator 
for forolng a confession, fhe Soviet judges have certain steps they 
usually follow when applying them. 



After elhfi USting all means of nersnARinn. Rnn thsv 

apply threats. The first ohe Is generally a threat to the family of 
the aooussd. The judge presents the aooussd with the possible fats 
of hla family, their probable arrest, deportation, etc* lbs prisoner 
normally knows that this is entirely possible. I*xt,la presentad. 



arrestee In the event 
of hla continued denial, loaa of freedom for many yearn, aeparation 
from family, eta,, and then he la threatened with violence. 

l’he morale of .the ucoused la thou lowered. It la u fcnown fact 
that a prisoner undo r goo 6 phyaloal depreealon and nervouo tenelon. 
fhla tranaplrea to lower the organic realetanoe and the weakening. of 
the will. The change from the normal way of life, hunger, the 
ourtal linent of many oomforta and cuatoraa of everyday life, the 
restraint of free movement, and many o‘tnWT~" reaaona, are* reoponalble 
for this break In morale. furthermore, the crowded Soviet prisons, 
and the primitive level of hygienics. Increase the prisoner 'e dis- 
position to nervous shook. 

The investigating Judge endeavors to use this taut, nervous 
oondltlon to gain hia end. Therefore, during the time of examination. 



figuratively Ip, 



oompetently, what awaita tl 



he tends to uue every avallaole means to aggravate the nervous system, 
Boughly speaking, it oan be compared to the # so called 'third degree 
examination'. It so happens, that a few investigating Judges 
steadfastly stare at the prlaoner. 'fhla lasts for an hour or two* 

In the meantime, the aooused is questioned, and the Judges study his 
rsaotlons. Another method la to have a number of persona (not ne- 
oesearily Judges) pass through the room where the inquiry la taking 
plaoe. These persons stop before the one being questioned, look at 
him, throw questions or saroastio remarks at him, or frequently limit 
themaelves to a significant grunt. ThlandlsorlentateA the prisoner 

■Lrill HIM I.ITM4* M II ' til T i iSX“ — J_ S .J iiSr.JiS M * n r.“ 1 ^ t 

into a room, presumably to be questioned, but no question is put up 
to him. During this time, the • investigating Judge la busily reading, 
and ignores the prisoner. The inquisition doesn't start for a few 



hoars. 




The also attempt to counteract ^he sentiments of 

the arrestee. The/ laugh at and defile the ideals for whioh he is 
being invea tlgated, try to stifle, .family t>iea, use invectives that 
are insulta to personal dignity, and deprive him of hope. 

When fear and terror do not break: down the prisoner, physical.. 



torture ensues. 

It is difficult to enumerate all of their method®. Many of them 
have been mentioned in publications on t ha" W s tiall ty of' the GPU, 

We can only state, that these writings are not exaggerated, nor do 
they drain the repertoire of the MTD. 

In a conversation with a Soviet prisoner - at one tins a high 
Soviet dignitary - we spoke of the methods of the Gestapo and it's 
bestiality. At the olose of oar conversation, he said with Communis- 
tic pride, "Bah, what SMfH theynJtnow, they know from as, and thay 
oould never readh oar heights". 

i 

It is not my Intention to write about the horror of Boris t in- 
vestigations, but I cannot resist the will to publish ths tortures 
whioh I suffered, or whioh I had witnessed performed on my oollaaguee. 

One of my hearings lasted continuously for 90 hours. All this 
time, I stood in a corner, without sleep, food, or drin^ (Prior 
to this. I was fed some very salted herring). After Z days of this. 

I was tempted with the proepeot of reoeiving water and rest. When 
this didn't help, the judge fell into a rage, and *by way of beginning 
the expeoted torture', knooked out 3 of my teeth, the only words I 
heard from these 'Judges' were the two 'ekasy prawda' (tall ths truth)* 
Exhausted, I didn't answer them, so s horn wee mads, by rolling up 
'Prawda' (a well known Soviet newspaper), end yelling into my ear. 

The effeot is partial deafness whioh bothers me to this day. 

The next torture applied was whet ia knon as *a banal of 
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' . It is an ordlnaz/ win* cask, eet In a position for 
rolling, over which the prisoner Is draped In euoh a manner that 
his stomach la praaaad against tha walla 0/ tha barrel. Than the. 
barrel la struok with a hard rubber olab. The result le entirely 
unexpected! the resounding of the barrel Induces vomiting, and the . 
longer it lasts, the stronger Is the reaction. After a half hour of 
this, the. prisoner feels completely 'turned out' giving up . the re- 
mainder of the gall end blood. , * " 

Another popular torture la to have the prisoner alt on a bottle 
for many hours, ao that the neok of the bottle sinks deeper and 
deeper Into the anus. It wouldn't do to mention small tortures, ae 
then one would beoome boring. Ia it worth wrl tlnguabout auoh common 
praotloea as forcing needles under the finger-nails, or standing on 
hit Iron? These methods are so widely known among Soviet prisoners 
that it doesn't pay to mention such small tortures. Juntas nothing 
is mentioned about suoh normal everyday activities as breathing and 
walking , so is nothing mentioned in Soviet prisons about enoh or- 
dinary forms of torture as olnbbing or slapping one's faoe. 

Applied torture is not the rule of Soviet investigators. It is 
a system whlot^is applied by investigating judges then, when all 
means of the criminal oonduot oode are exhausted. Then it is applied 
without meroy and is always applied to members ofudlsolosed eeoret 
organisations of a political nature. 

Professional preparation for Soviet investigating Judges is-rnot 
very high, and doesn't oall for - as in Oapitalistlo countries.- long 
years of study. Through the general laok of specialists in Husain, 
professional standing doss not play a high roll. Membership in the 
(Momsomol) constitutes a better ohanoe of attaining a position of 
responsibility than do studies of law. The same applies to Jndloial 
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duties* In gsleral, investigating Judges, Ridges, and lawyers base 
their standards or learning on 10 years of elementary and preparatory 
a tudiea , and 3 yaara of atudy In law. Thera are some Judge8 who hnv« 
had only a few months of law, while atlll others hare no professional 
background at all. 

Invea tlgating Judges of the MYD oan be separated Into 3 gToupe* 
If the subject., of ways of conducting investigations and professional 
standing Is oonsldered. 



1. Those of little intelligence , unlearned, oonoelted, and Tain. 
These handle matters of smaller worth. XaoJc of schooling la oovered 
ap by lengthly written protocol and delivering extensive propagan* 
dlatlo reports on the benefits of the Soviet organization. They tend 
to run the gamut from eurgary affabllltynto ordinary beatings* 

2* The intelligent. Mostly professional routine. They ars 
more inclined to gather evidence of crime, and nse means of oonvin- 

‘ * l. 

olng the vlotlm of the neoeasity to confess dnd acknowledge their 
orimo. They are more enduring and stubborn imatheir beliefs. They 
try to peroeive the psychological make -up of the aoonsed. From this, 
they deolde what methods of torture to use, whether moral or physical* 
Thsy ars orusl and ruthless, and do not fllnoh before the most re- 
fined torture* among the, the apeoi&liata in orusl ty are- - women 
jndgea. 



3. The eminently qualified. Often a party agent. Grave phi- 
losophical studies (in the spirit of dlaleotio materialism)* In 
contrast to young wards of Soviet schools, they crisntats themselves 
to capitalistic ways of Ilfs. Thsy handle matters of great importance* 
They avoid applying torture (not always - some are true sadists)* 

They attempt* via dlaleotio demons tr a tiona , to foros ths aoonssd to a 
confession. The characteristics of this group of Judges wars shown 
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Do the investigating Judges attain their goal? It may be 

maintained that thay do. let's take for an axampla tha results gf 

: ' * '• - 

Mo a oo w processes , when people that were need to ruthleaa warfare, 
themselves rabid Communists that were able to resist the Osariat , 
ruffians, stood before the bar. At the trial, they ardeltly made 
statements of aelf-aoouaation and repentance. They showea greater 

eagerness than the hardy predicted. All^jidjel tted to guilt. The Judge 

* 

was the supreme procurator of the USSR, oomrade Andrew Vishinsky. 
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Inves tigativa Priaona 

Tha picture depicting lnvea tigationB would be Incomplete If we had 
forgv)tten to daaurlbe inv«8 1 iga ti ve priaona. fundamentally , these are 
no other priaona in Kuaala exoept the one 1 a for peraona under investi- 
gation. -Theoretically a penalty of impr laonment exists, but it is 
seldom applied and 99^ of the inmates are there beoauee of investiga- 
tions. 



In spite of this Russia is thickly covered withnprisons . Bvsry 
military post has it's place of confinement, and almost every large 
oity has one or more prisons. 

There are a few model prisons in Russia, or I would say, extra- 
ordinary ones. They are administered in a truly exemplary way. The 
famous Mosoow prison 'Labl&nka’ is one of these.- Rules in these prison 
are followed severely, but are observed sorupolously as well by tbs 
prisoners as by the prison guards. 

A prisoner has the right to play games (dominoss. ohsss, draughts ) 
whioh are supplied by the prleon authorities, daises of ohanoo, and 
especially oarda, are striotly forbidden. The prison library supplies 
boolcs (one a week).. The prisoner baa the privilege of buying sundries 
and tobaooo up to 76 rubles worth a month. He oan writs roquooto and 
complaints to the prison authoritiss. 

Whlls in thslr oells prisoners ars not allowed to| spssJc loudly, 
sing or whistle, approach the window or door, sit or llo on tbs bod 
during the day, do any writing, or possess any >■! dajeoie, wamwlwoee, 
bolts, sto. During the night tbs prisoner must olssp with hsad UUd santl 
unooversd, and onder no olroonstanoss who old a prisoner, unaorew ;n light 
bulb from the constantly burning eleotrlo lights. Is la obliged to 

r V 

form all duties assigned by the prison guards. 
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Aajr ln£rli^»m«nt or prison rulaa la threatened with punlahmwnt 
■aoh as: solitary confinement up to 20 day u, depending on the offehee, 
monetary fines to cover the cost of damaged atate propatty, and 

, .« , \ ■ M*r ■■■ • ' " . 
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finally, ordering a new trial If tue offanae la aerloua. 

fhe moat frequent offanoa committed In prlaon La ooun to r - revolu- 
tionary agitation (*rt, 08, par. 10). i’he Soviet Interpretation of* 
the Inimical Idea of agitation la very broad, for example , . : e very • 
••••rtion of fault finding In the USSR structure, or oomparlaon bet- 
waan a oapl tails t oountry and Soviet itussla whlob is unfavorable to 
Russia, la an off ansa. 

Prison guards are usually unoonmunloative . deyond neoessary 
axpraaalona, they do not engage In oonveruu tlonu with prisoners* 



■Oaring the course of a day I noticed that guards uttered only SO or 30 
words in conversation with a prisoner. In the event a prisoner is 
oalled for a hearing, he is eooompanled by two guards who hold his 
hands in the rear. 

▲ complete isolation of oells exists, a prisoner that is removed 
from his oell hasn't the right tommingle with prisoners from other 
cell blooks. During the oourse of the dally ^ hour exercises, pri- 
soners of one oell are separated from prisoners of other oells by high 
walls or fenoed in enoloaures* The walk is completed in a oirole, 
singly or in pairs. Talk is prohibited* 

There only are a few of the above mentioned prisons in Russia* 
i repeat* these are model, show-pleoe prisons. 

In the other So vie tnpr Isons, whloh oan be numbered in the thous- 
ands, conditions of prisoner treatment present a completely different 
ploture. Despite the absolute centralization of executive authority 
in Russia, prison rules are not observed equally in different prisons, 
although their texts are identical. All prisons have posted 'prawila 
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dlasoJtl no sonant* , rules for prisoners. l’hffS: interpretation however 

> 

bow to looal condition* «uad to the lndlvdduali ty of tha prleon warden, 
wo wall aa tha oonvenienoe of tha prison admin is tratoru. 

Old prisons built by tha osar are used aa investigative prisons. 

The number of these old priaonu waa entirely inadequate for the bovlet 

* 

system, so they are using other atrueturea also, auoh u>, oloiatera, 
ohurohas, ina ti tutlona , aohoola , and new utruotureo eapeoially bullt^ 
aa prisons by the H-aVU. 

Primitive arrangements, laok of an adequate sewage system and 
water-supply, dampneaa, and bug infestation oonatitute a oharao ter ia tlo 
attribute of these buildings whioh are surrounded by high wall provided 
with turrets, where armed guards hold watoh. 

Prisons are normally built in the shape of a huge several storied 
nave, presenting tier upon tier of oells. * stron net of rope la hong 
between floors to. thwart would-be suloides from plunging to the atone 
foundation of the nave. * ' 

Oells are looked on aolld hamnpat hasps and looks. Within snob 
oell ia found a small night stand in Shloh tha prisoner plaoes his 
wooden bowl and utensils, a pall or pitohsr for drinking water , end 
a covered buoket for excrement whioh is .taken out twl'oe a day during 
the time prisoners are tut let oat to the water-oloset. beds boasting 
straw or shaving mattrsssss ars found in sons prisons, but not in nil* 

A small barred window is set very high and is usually oovsred from the 
outside with a metal or wooden oasing whioh when opened, allows a email 
vlsw of the sky. that- are designated for children under 1§ do 



not have this oasing* 

The possibility of visiting a prisoner under investigation la vary 
slim and depends on tha investigating Judge, a prisoner is permitted 
one parcel of food or clothing a month. Of oourae, that la anbjeot to 
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revision. PrlHLera art allowed to write on^^Le tter a month, Thsss 
privileges oan be limited or taken away by the lnvostlgatlng Judge, 

■» prisoner under invea tigation receives a dully ration of: 20 

- f ■ 4 - 

oonooa of blaolc bread, Z/'6 ounoe of augur, besides three dally meala. 
These meals oonalst of: breukfast - oup of warm water dyed by the jzae 
of bread oruata or dried fruit extracts to the oolor of tea* dinner - 
one pint of th.ln soup and u none too full spoon of barley, .supper - 
one of the dinner dishes, either soup or^bagcley* ^jfter -sentence has 
been pronounced, the prisoner gets an additional ration of 3 ounces 
of bread and l/8 ounoe of sugar. 

Bvsry ten days, a prisoner should hare a bath and hare his olothee 
disinfected. At the same time hair and beards are trimmed, bat sharing 
is prohibited. Baoh prison should hare it's own laundry, and bed linen 
should be changed every ten days. This is not praotioed das to the 

orerorowded conditions of the prisons, and sanitary measures are per- 

. « 

formed in a f relaxes’ tempo onos a month or eren less often. Personally 
I did not reoeire a change of underclothes in 8 months, that la, after 
they were oompletely worn out. 

As a rule, Borlst prisons are unbellerably orowded. arrests fill 
the prisons beyond their foreseen oapaoity. Cells that were built for 
one prisoner frequently hold up to £0. Prisoners actually sleep on the 
floor, feet to feet, and if spaoe is leaking, they take turns sleeping, 
either sitting or standing till it's their turn to sheep. Prison regu*» 
latlons do not mention area standards or outage for eaoh prisoner, 
-jspltls ts against ctsx— crowding bring no results. 



The oTsr-orowdlng of prisons and the oontlnuoua stenoh breed lloe 
and other inaeots, which result in frequent spidsnioa of typhoid fever 
and bloody diarrhoea. 

■vsry large prison has it's hospital, most always kept olsan lt*s 
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true, bat dest^^ite of adequate medloal aupp^ba. Means of treatment 
are primitive, frequently the only medication available being aspirin 
or Iodine. 

4 # 

The relationship of prison ' guards to the prisoner* Is non-uniform. 
In general, they are Indulgent toward*) ordinary orlmlnalu and minors, 
ana are ruthless In regard to ’counter-revolutionists’. Cowmen orlaina 
are separated from the polltloal prlaoners and have almost no oontaot 
with the ’Western plague*. 

a thlolc web of NxCV]) oonfldants exists in every prison. These oon- 
fidanta not only inform on their fellow prisoners, bat very oftsn .aot 
as Instigators and sometimes appear in ooart as witnesses for the of fen 
The time spent In Investigative prisons Is not pre -determined* It 
all depends on developements and progress of lnvsstlgatlon. A common 
or Imlnal spends less than 6 months In this prison* A polltloal prlaona: 

rarely spends less than 1 year, and I hare met prlaonara that have baan 

* 

under investigation for 3 or 4 years. I personally apant 14 AOAtha la 
this type of prison, 8 months of whioh were in solitary confinement* 

Rvery prison has lt*s lookup, ^hls Is a ’prison within a prison** 
It is a small oell 6* by 4*, and is usually built under tha prison* Th< 
only utensil is a baoJcet for excrement. -Dampness and Inf natation la 
more prevalent then in the regular oells. The one window la oovered wli 
ahaat metal punotured for ventilation. It la never heated ao that la 
the main faotor causing ths death of many prisoners* -Paring the day a- 
heavy gloom pervades, and a strong elootrlo light burns all night* Tha 
only sustenance given a prisoner In solitary la 12 ounaaa of bread and 

1^ pints of warm water three tlaaa dally. Tha water has tobe drunk in 

• * 

the presenoe of the guard* The prisoner has only tha elethea ha wears 
and is even denied a handker ohief 1 If a prisoner oauaaa a dlatur banes 
or baoomea violent* he la rea trained with a a trait Jaaka%« 














Solitary confinement la meted oat as punishment for infr ingement 0 f 
prison regulations, or on the recommendation of tha inreatigator aa a 

4 + 

reprisal for refusing to oonf«a»r«id W othar reasons.. I spent £0 



oonueoutlve daya in confinement (in /eb. ) for ’staging an anti-Soviet 
demons tration ' whloh consisted of refusing to eat in order to foroa the 
Judge to hasten the inrea tlgatlon and to announce the aoouaatlon. i'ha 
effect of- this ifO day 'fust' was oompleta weaJcpeas and inability towalJc 
under my own power. 
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Judicial Channels 

at the oloae of an inves tigation.wthe accused la Informed Urt. 

200 ooo ) , and la given u form that he la obliged to sign. fhis form 
11a ta (*11 artlolea and paragraphs of the criminal oode on which hinge 

r 

tha aocuaationb of the invaa tigatora . 

fhe normal oourae of action at the oloae of an investigation is the 
so t of uoouautlon which la given to the spou sed u few days before the 
trial. ttxoeptiona are made In lnatanoea mentioned in the following 
Arte, of ?art VII of the ooo: 

"Art. 466. Inveu tlgatlona In the affairs of terroristic organiza- 
tions and terrorlstlo aots aimed against the worker's oounoll 
(Art. 68 par. 8 and 11 oo. ) should be completed within 10 days." 

"Art. 467. i'he aoousatlon writ la presented to the aoouaed £4 hours 
before trial". 

" *rt. 468. Jriala are oonduoted without 'participation of botkaldoi 

"Art. 469. Ho grievance for a oourt of appeal or pleas for clemenoy 
are allowed". 

"art. 470. fhe death sentence la oarrleo out immediately after the 
verdict is read". 

The monstrosity of ^rt.. 468 Ilea In the probability of it's being 
the only one of it' a kind in the history of law. fhe foundation of it's 
existence la based on the bill passed ±>eo. 1, 1964 and published immed~ 
eately after the murder of Alexander kirow, committed that same day by 
a little known youth named Hikolajew. Many Russians are of the opinion 
that this 1 murder was arranged by Stalin who was looking for a pretext to 
destroy right and left wing oppositions in the party, 'ihe faot is that 
HlkoLaJew committed suicide right after the murder, and 14 was never 
established as to who he actually was. 
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remains the possibility of defense, having hud a public defender aetiL^ned 
to him. He can hire a private counsellor If he hue any mater lul -me aue . 



i'he defence attorney acquaints himself with the oaae and oan demand to 
see h lu o l ien t. 

i’he competency of the court depends on the type und maximum puni- 
shment of a orime. C° urt procedure on the average is very short. . For 
example, in May and June 41, there were many oases before the 

people's oourt oonoernlng hooliganism (*rt. 7*1 oo). i'hls 'hooliganism? 
oonalsted of the usage of a ourae commonly used in uussia offensive to 
motherhood (yielding to doubts as to motherhood's virtues). From the 
moment of arrest, to the verdlot of one year imprisonment, the time 
•lapsed was usually 12 hours. 

A more serious offense, mainly a political one, is handled by die- 
triot oourts in a normal procedure (accusation, defense , and verdlot), o: 

i 

by the i'peoial College (OSliO) which pronounce sentence in absentia in an 
administrative manner, fhe prosecutor chooses either one of th« two 
institutions. 

In prnotioe, that depends on the findinga of the investigation. Ita< 
diatriot oourts receive only those oases that do not present doubts as t< 
ths guilt of the aooused. all others are handled by the O&SO. She 
political prisoner hue only these two roads open, the diatriot oourts or 
the OSiSO. i’he re is no third road. It never happens that anyone under 
suspicion of *ooun tar-re volutionary activities' is freed. 



Under these circumstances, ths defending attorney limits himaelx in 
political oases tot a) facilitating a reunion with the priaonera family* 
b) in his speeih, saying in effect, that although ths prisoner* is a 
great sinner in regards to ths Soviet, he has hopes of reform. 8 ) pre- 



senting an appeal, and d) in the event of a death sentdnoe, he presents 



a plea for olemenoy. 




H*rom the maxim of Lenin, -written In gold letters and hung In e&oh 
oourt, (laws ure tools of the proletariat and working clauses) arises 
the already mentioned Soviet Judiolal rolativeism and It'd stamp ia 

' ■ ■ ' * . : --r- y ■■if 4 

placed on every verdict ao that that principle la found oven in oourt 
procedure. Not only Jurists, but alao laymen preaent ut trialb tnuat 
obaerve that aimilar to investigations, the oourt doee not aeelc the 
truth, it only wants a oonfesslon of guilt from th<. aooused. How lndi- 
sorimlnutlng thia oan be.acmia— ban be attested by the examples from the 
notorious Moscow prosecutions at whioh time the aooused oonfoosed to 
things that were physical lmpoBalbilitea , £.g. the aoonseu Larld . Indi- 

cated the place of meeting the already deceased Trotsky In a Norwegian 
hotel, Nathan Lurie received Instruction In 19oL from the still unfound< 
Gestapo, and In 196L Hermann conapireu with a xvusalan emigrant that had 
been dead alnoe 19116. a similar oonsplraoy with this deoeased person 

had been confessed to by professor dams in, and PiataJcow flew from Berlii 

# 

to Oslo with a phantom. The tfourts didn't question any of these 
confessions. 

Trials drag on for many days, witnesses for the prosecution and to: 
the defense are questioned, the proseouting and defense attorneys have 
their say, but the voice of the state proseoutor predominates . "The 
oourt la the tool of the proletariat and working citizen" and not of 
Justice. 

deprosen ta live trials of undoubted ohsob of organized, armed oount< 
revolution, terror, sabotage, eto., are from time to time held publloly* 
They are nothing more than demonstrative propaganda, Mixitary tribunal' 
district, or appelate courts uauallynorganlfee them. The proseoutor '* 
voice dominates, his speech is usually of a politloal nature, and is mol 
suited for an auditorium rather than a court-room, after the Momoow 
experience, Soviet courts avoid orgunlsed publio trials if there is any 



doubt as to the guilt of lluj uoouuod. 

From obaorvuttonu of further prosecutlont that ioot pli.oo lw Wotjjw 
lu 1935 with the result that all opposition Inwldo the Purtv (alnhvlaw, 
kumlenlow, Juohurtn, ayicow, oudoX, Piutukow) urui the army ( fuhao iiowt k i , 
Ja ilr, Uborewlov. , Aerk:, Kldumtinn, t’eldmun, Protnukow , i’utna) wua coii.p- 
le tely destroyed, we oun druw our ooricluslons about the techniques bet 
up uy prapugundu processor. *«o should auk. ournelveu what le tho uin; 
of... this prooeeu. Lu It ont^ior ' influencing other watering members of 
the community' which lb diuuubuea In ~rt. 9 oo.T If bo, in what sente? 

fo frighten the disobedient lu , und wuu , a maxim of auubIuii Judi- 
ottture. fhut lu how we undorutund thiu 'influencing wavering members of 
the community*. It oannot be forgotten that Juut ue for oenturles courts 
have been the tool of the ozara, they are more so tools of the proleta- 
riat authorities, and to be truthful, toolB for Stalin. fhe propaganda 
process also has many other aims. One fundamental is to influ enoe 
publio opinion as to who is responsible for all the misery which is 
tumbling down on the Soviot Union, fhis statement can be better illus- 
trated through the concrete example from the prouooutLon of nudek (Jan* 
1937) during whioh tine the aooused Lifszyo recited in one breath, that 
in a five year period (1952036), hw wua responsible for 10,3b0 railroad 
aooidente, or 6 per day. i'he oourta actually treuted this recital as 
proof of evident repentance, but the nation finally learned who shoulders 
the blame for sabotage. /* sharp sidelight was my meeting Lifszyo in 
Uohlos during 1941, whore hs hold a good position In the bureau, of 
planning, us th© hoad of the statistical group, where he wasn't treated 
as a prLboner . I saw him almost everynday but other than a knowing emll© 
I couldn't learn anythin from Him/ Similar oonfeasiona oan be oountsd 
in the hundreds. If they were true, there would have been enough damage 
dome to destroy the whole world. 




v, I mentioned two of the propaganda prooesaea. The techniques used 
are aa follows: 

A notice appears In the papers one, day, that a well known •dlgnita: 

la spreading the Ldeua of i’rotaky, or thut hla opinions deviate from 

oourae 

Stalinism, whloh aa we know 1b one real ootnue of Solshevlk phlloeophy. 
The next day the paperB and radio announce the arreBt of the dignitary 
on the charge of Babotuge or espionage. fhen the namea of hlo oonipa- 
niona, .who have ulto oeaj^aires ted , are releaaed. HewBpapera, radio, 
films, and agltatora uee great preaaure against the people's enemies 
and a large worker's gathering aemanda the severest punishment for that 
This pressure laataso long until the Investigators have 'prepared' the 
aooused for a publio confession before the courts . First then is the 
date for a real public trial announced. It often oooure that orowds oi 
workers stage demonstrations against the accused before the oourt build 
ing. at the beginning of the trial, the aooused requests the dismieal 

• i 

of counsel, since they only hinder them in their avowals of gailt. Th« 
oourt grants their request, and now .the aooused have full freedom for 
their self aooasdtions, whioh they fervently perform. 

Should the aooused show no signs of remorse his trial is held 
behing oloseu doors, whioh is exactly what happened during the proseou* 
tion of fuohaoiewskl and other generalB. 

It sometimes happens that a district or appelate oourt will free 
someone mentioned in a oolleotive aoousation. If it is a political 
“causation, he returned to prison and his reoorde are turned over to 
the OSSO. fhe OSSO has never found anyone to be not guilty. 

Many officers of the NjCTD oan be found in the Judges ranJcs. Often 
they do not take the trouble to change uniforms but leave the inveati- 
ting hearings and go directly into the oourt rooms. 

. t 

at the end of the trial, on the • recommendations of the prosecutor. 
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the verdlot la read to the aoouued. 

After the verdlot la read, the prlaoner doeo not return to the oei; 
he oooupled during the Investigation. H^ls taken to a oell oooupiect b; 
other aentenoed prlaonera where, regurdleaa of any appeal he may have 
made, he awalta transportation to a corrective labor oamp. 

A prlaoner that reoelvea a death. Bentenoe la tuicen to the death 
oell. It 1b ahurao ter la tlo that ahould a prlaoner refuse to sign- a wrl 
of appeal, the prison aathtrrlftiea try to force hlu signature. If he 
persla ta in hl6 refusal, the public defender issues one on his behalf. 
The organisation authorised to grant appeals is the USSK bupreme Coonoi 
It is not known However, why the prisoners always say among themselves 
"I wrote, a plea to Stalin”. 

'The prisoner awuita a deoision of life or death for about 3 months 
Is it a formality, or a wish to definitely smother any remaining oppo- 
sition in a prisoner aentenoed to die? , 

i 

Legal procedure - if it oun be so oalled - in matters determined b; 
the 03S0 are seen in a different light, as it hud been mentioned prev- 
iously, the 0330 is oalled to handle political prisoners whose guilt is 
in doubt, especially those that had been released by district oourta, 
The 0330 handled 5/6 of the politioal oases. This doesn't only greatly 
lighten the work of Soviet oourta, but it is also a perfeot ..camouflage 
for the HJCfD ainoe the findings of the OSSO are never published* 
(nevertheless almost evejryone knows of them). 

Procedure ie very simple* 

after the investigation and writ of aoonsAtion are completed, the 
records of the entire procedure are forwardeu by the investigators to 
the IOT> Speolel College in Moeoow. after e few weeks or months hsve 
elapsed, the prlaoner is oalled to the office or maybe only to the prise 
oorrldor where auinon-oommissionad offloer of the UVB or a oivilian 
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Aalf IV 

BXKCUriNO aKNJKHCfcb 
OHaPfKit I 

Kinds of Punishment 

The name 'community proteotion measures* emanates from the broad- 
ehlng oonoeptlon of guilt Independent from Infringing on objective rule 
but damaging. to one category of lndlrlduals In relation to Interests of 
a proletariat state. Wa^sjjojfce 0 f that earlier. 

Soviet Jurisdiction lnterpretes crime as being a oharao ter lstlo of 
a certain category of people who stand guilty due to their existence as 
Individuals 'dangeroue to the community'. In relation to them there* 
fore, it Is neoessary to adapt Community proteotion measures *• 

Defining punishment as a 'oommunltynproteotion measure* also stems 
from the desire of Investing Soviet Justice with a humanitarian semb* 

lance. The adjective 'oommunal* is repeated often in the criminal ood« 

. # 

Soviet Jurisdiction does not differentiate between tr&nsgreaslona , 
violations or crimes, but calls them in general *aota dangerous to the 
community* t anyway, after these words appears the definition 'offense* 
in par an thesis. 

The elimination of the word 'punishment' from the original edition 
of the oode also had as it's aim the stressing of the proteotive-eda- 
oatlve or humanitarian character of the measures adapted in relation tc 
an offense. But already in the resolutions of the Bxeoutive Central - 
Committee and the US SR People’s Commission Council, beginning with the 
resolution of —ay o, ISJ4 uu supplementing the law about state ufffiSSvS 
with artioles on treason, instead of using the term 'oomannlty protect* 
ion measure* whioh has a'Jndiolal* oorreotive ohaxaoterlstlo' the term 
'punishment' (nalcaaanL Je ) le used. 

And so, a 'community proteotion measure' ia punishment I 






The Soviet orlmlnal oode mentions a few types of oommanlty pro- 
tection measures which have a * Judlolal-oorreotlve character 1 as: 

1. loss of political rights 

K. couf l»i oa Lion of property 

3. publication as un enemy of the wortcer 

4. deportation to the remote rogLona of Liberia 

6. lose of freedom through: 

a) imprisonment 

b) location In a 'corrective laoor oatup' 

6. publication as un enemy of the worker and exile from the USSR 

7. death before a firing squad. 

It would be right to also mehtlon the punishment of 'disappearance ' . 
It isn't mentioned in the orlmlnal oode and it is doubtful that this 
punishment is mentioned in the 'special orders' regaraing the legality 
of the N-kTD. It is one of the forme of judgement outside the oourt. 
People that are inconvenient to the regime but who enjoy national popu- 
larity disappear quietly and without traoe from the horlson of Soviet 
life. The USSR citizens have become accustomed to this. When all 
talking and writing about Litvinov stopped in 1939. questions about him 
were answered by the Russians with a character istio gesture from whioh 
it beoame clear that this dignitary shared the fate of seeds that have 
been pioJced up by the winds. It isn't a secret that admiral Orlov, 
Marshal Rluoher and many others 'vanishsd' In an unexplained way and 
from this It seemed apparent that Litvinov shared their fata. ,~s far 
as Litvinov Is oonoerned however, the people were mistaken. He was 
8 till aotive In Russian politics . 

Loss of freedom through sentence to a oorreotlve labor oamp is most 
often adapted. 

Oonfisotttlon of property, loss of political rights and pnblloation 



as an enemy of the worker are applied ua punishment In addition to loea 
of liberty or death before a firing s<(uud. 

Death before a firing squad* iu the highest means of community 

/ 

proteotlon, likewise publication u.e un enemy of the worrera and exile 
fro n the UdJK. 

an l have previously mentioned, this last measure of oouununal 
proteotlon is hot generally adapted and Soviet Judicial history knows 
only a few instances of the explication of. .this paragraph. One thing 
Is certain - if this punlulunent were applied it would be received by 
99>e of the oonvloted not as a punishment but as the highest reward. 

The criminal code, with strong rules, stipulated the Soviet boundaries, 
and propaganda asserts that complete isolation of the nation from the 
rest of the oapitallstlo world is one of the best guarantees of national 
defense* 

How does the execution of different types of punishment, namely 
exeoutlon, exile, and detention lh a ooxreotire labor oamp seem,. to 
appear in daily life? 

■art. 9 o.o. states that: 

"Community proteotlon measures cannot have as their goal physical 
suffering or the lowering of personal dignity, nor do they have the 
power to fine or punish". 

apart from the faot that u measure for communal proteotlon Is 
oallod a penalty, consequently If we tried to apply uniform terminology 
we would get such nonsense as - 'penalty does not have the power to 
penalize', - we will demonstrate that the above cited art. 9 o. o. is 
only a hollow, although pretty. Jingle. 



u’ 
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i)eath Celle 

t 

prisoner aondsmned to death is plucad In the death cel: . In 
principle , he has a cell to himself. JJo able -looked doors, aolidly 
secured windows, und addition guards preclude dreams of eacape. ^-t 
least onoe a day the prisoner oan expect an inspection by the guards. 
This ins pec tion , is to safeguard against esoape or suicide. ISrery two 
minutes the 'Judas' window^'T^opened. The guard observe watchfully. 

®very creak of a door, or every time a prisoner Is removed from 
hls oell to the corridor oan be - death. The nights are especially 
nerve wraoking, Inspections of cells usually takes place during the 
night* The condemned never knows but that this time the guards maybe 
talcing him to the place of execution. I don't know if it is a general 
practice or only the 'private initiative' of the guards, but freguently 
the guards arrange their 'Joke' during the night by purposely stopping 
near the death oe lie and raising their voloes so all the prisoners oan 
hear one ask another: 'is it this oell or the next onet*. 

I had oooaalon to hear this every night, and that not only onoe, 
bat many times. I spent 8 months in a oell adjoining the death oells. 

An appeal for olemenoy is handled through Moscow. The usual length 
of time spent in waiting for a reply is not leas than 2 months. The 
payohloal agony grows with aaoh day of waiting. 

i 

Executions taka plao# in a prison oell, usually an underground one. 
A rubber ball la plaoed in the condemned man's lips and he is shot 
through the baok of the head at oloae range. Gaga wars brought into use 
after the exeoutlona followinguthe Mosoow proas oatlone to prevent any 
protesting shouts by the condemned. Many Soviet political prisoners 
state the Tuhaoseweki shouted "Anm with tyranny? long live OomauniemJ * 



before his execution. 
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The authorof this work had the opportunity to observe condemned 
. persona Immediately after the writ of olemenoy had been read to then. 
These persona were unable to give their jjames, their arms and lege 
trembled, and their teeth ohattered as though theynwere suffering an 
attack of malaria. These had been awaiting death or olemenoy for* 96 



days' One was my partner in arrest and had refused to sign a plea for 
olemenoy. anplea had been sent in his name however, to the boviet Hig| 
nnA .-.i . i la cj , 2 a mat m ■ a va.ll.att.acd ocaragsotA 

in any event and yet he suffered a complete breakdown while marking tl 
in the death oell. 
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importation 
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The penalty of deportation la- a oarry-o to r from the times of the 
osar* By kesplng thin penalty the Soviet government had in mind not 
only the separation of criminal elements, those not giving a pledge of 
loyalty, and the soum opposing ..the political trend of the country, out 
also the .colonizing of Siberl^. importation is one way for : untangling 
a difficult national problem. Siberia today presents a highly. loolorful 
mosalo of nationalities consisting of deported groups of ‘nationalists * 
from the Ukrain, Poland, Orman, eto. There is also no shortage of 
Chinese, -Koreans , .and Japanese, creating a veritable tower of Sabel whlo 
Isn’t threatening to the USSR alnoe the IKVD foments unofficial race 
hatred and prejudices whloh conforms to the so onproletarlan device t 
divide et impera. 

* i 

Materially speaking, the government benefits In two ways: It proted 1 
itself from on wan te d classes and It profits throogh exploitation of thsei 
classes for neoeasary labor. Siberia As the Soviet Arotio, and the 
boundless expanses of Soviet Central *sla, hide within themselves a vast 
natural wealth and the only way for the governmentnto avail itself of 
this wealth is to populate these areas. It is a well known fact that 
deportation dose solve this problem completely. Experience shows that th 
natural lnorease of deportees is lowered to a disadvantageous degree. 

A# 

This is due to ollmatlo ohangew, unusually severe living oonditlona, and 
the large number of deaths among women and ohildre, so mnoh so that this 
la a deciding disadvantage to the rest of the political population of the 
remote Russian, regions. These oiroumstanoes do not tend to decrease the 
number of deportees sinoe the first aim of this aot is to esparats 
unwanted olaaaes as a community protection measure, from the rest of the 

r 

oommonlty. 

» 
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The MOD handles the deportation problem on a soals that snrpaesea 

anything dons In the time of the czars. Voluntary emigration often taJci 

/ „ 

place , Only a formality makes it .voluntary* It happens that Just iefo] 



boarding the train, the deportees reoeire a declaration of voluntary 



emigration for signing whioh states that they are leaging of their own 
fTee will. This brought about a new phrase in Russia: voluntary depor- 
tation. "To Unitary* bo pause . tfae deportee is leaving of hie own free 
will and 'deportation* beoause he actually must leave. Fundamentally 
no one resists the persuasion of the HJCVD to this 'voluntary* emigre tioi 
fornlt is dear that if theynrefuse to leave they will be issued deoreei 
forolng them into exile. They would rather be voluntary emigrants than 
oompulsory ones for the plight of the latter is a great deal worse sino< 
all their activities undergo close observation by the M£VD and they als< 
lose all politloal rights. 

The remote regions of Kuasla are now Inhabited by a large mass of 
voluntary and oompulsory emigrants. Their material oondltlons are the 
same. As pioneers of Russian civilization theynare oblige to build new 
oolonies in the Siberian wilderness, to begin everything from soratoh 
with only the primitive tools given them. TallorB build houses, mecha- 
nics cultivate the land, and women dig .ditches for drainage. That is tb 
picture of the material wealth of the deportees. Those who after a few 
years are still alive vegetate in pitlgul farms or in collective houses* 
They labor in oooperatlveeaorganized by themselves or, if this happens t 
be an industrial oamp, in mines or in factories, and when their xanJca ar 
thinned out by death a new party of deportees oomes in whioh la a little 
more lucky alnoe they oome to a plaoe 'all ready prepared "i 

Their way of life can best be attested to by the exiatanoe of a 
system of trade. Money has praotloally no value, a shirt a* tm i ■ may 



be traded for a sack of potatoes, used or torn underwear for a lamp wick 



1 f the center I^Buropsan iluoaia, Moccow itu^^, feels tho deurth of 
essential artloles. If speculation - even though it lb unmercifully 
hounded - flourlohea there on a aoale not ffound in any oapl tulib tio- 
country, how oun goods be uhlpped over the trucklene Siberian tracts. 

So that there wouldn't be any mi Bunders land ing let me state that the- 
rolling atootc of the Sovletnis very good but it isn't adequate enough t< 
serve the HI million Kilometers of the USSH. For this reason the new 
colonies are forgotten and their needs are placed on the bottom of the 
list for Sny appropriations. Only one thing comes regularly - propa- 
ganda. Protective measures hare the task of euuoatlon. In labor oampa 
and in colonies Soviet propaganda strives to convert the deportees into 
enthusiastic Bolsheviks and followers of the teachings of Stalin. 

A few oomparisona and the dally papers oan attest to the huge numb< 
of political Bolshevik deportees • 

Over a period of 66 years, 1823-1687, the oaaxlst government de- 
ported about 693,000 persona to Liberia. Prom 1939 to 1941 the Bolshevj 
government deported from oooapled eastern Poland, whloh was that in ths 
’Our son line’, 1,692 thousand parsons from whioh 990 thousand wars sohe* 
doled for emigration* (These figures are from the official publication 
of ths Polish authorities who are opposing Communism) 

Auring ths building of one port on the Blaok Baa ths IJCVD deported 
40 thousand parsons with 24 hours for ’strategic reason' • 

lot too long ago official Boris t aouroes disolossd the liquidation 
of tbs autonomous Republics of Komi t Oreimean fartary, kabardynk and 

- » mi - -- - V W I _ - 1 a • A# A Jam. m.1 51 4 am ma amI a * 
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majority wars deported to Siberia, . 

It is not definitely known where the million people of the republic 
of Taana-Tove had been deported in the laat year* (1948) 
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Huiiroud i’runspo r tu tlon 

ttio mo u L common 'community pro too Lion uieuoure’ la tho oorrao live 
l.nbor oeunp ( Iaprawl tlalno TrudovoJ Lagler,). Before I relute the .living 
ootid l L lo tin In Llietie oftrape It would be better to beoouie no qu.ii In te d with 
tho to o tin L i> uu u of Lrunupor Ling the tioouaea from prleon to Lite LubQr cam 
The moot common taeuas of transpor tat Ion la travel by rail. The 
prisoners are "drought to the station In prleon vehicle* or v if there la 
a aoarolty of oura, they-^ixa-'foroeu to maroh to the depot. After the 
oolumna have been formed In front of toe prlaon, the trunuportat Ion 
offloer (uBually an NiC7B man) warns the prisoners with the following: 
fMarob one step baolcward for every two forward steps. The escorting 
guards have orders to shoot without prejudice 1 . This means, in effeot, 
that one false step is reason enough for the escort to use fifles. In 
every instance where the marching oolumna halt, the prisoners are foroei 
to sit on the ground without regard to mud, sand or snow. Under no 

f 

circumstances can a prisoner stand up without first being commanded to 

4 

rise. Besides guards, military dogs which are descendants of *lzao 
wolves, help watoh the prisoners. These measures are always used in 
oases of marching prisoners. 

Soviet rtussia is probably the only ooontry In the world that uses 
special prleon oars in railroad transport. These prlaon cars retain th< 
name of (StolypinJca' from the czar 1st reign and differ from the ordinary 
railroad oars in having barred windows, hazy instead of olear window 
panes, and instead of ordinary walls a metal grill is used* The guards 
remain in narrow oorridors which enables them to watoh the activities oi 
the prisoners. Slnoe the number of these oars is limited, they are 
usually attached to passenger or freight trains* 

The principle means of transporting lagge groups of prisoners ( 800 - 





£000 persona ) are ooTeredl vans fitted with primitive measures for human 
aae. Two rows of wooden beds on different levels aerve as bleeping 
plaoea and a email hole in the floor fitted with a tin pipe lb uted for 
aanitary purpoaee. In the winter montha a small iron atove in the cente 
of the van provides the prisoners with a little warmth. On the platfora 
of each van atanda a guard, ^useperate van ia uted by the ataff con- 
sisting of the commandant an NjGTD man, his assistant, a non-commissioned 
mesa officer, a sanitary offioer and the rest of the transport crew 
lnoluding dogs trained to trail humans. 

The individual oonvoy guards are United by telephone to the van of 
the commandant and with eaoh other. In the event of damage to the tele- 
phone equipment the guards use a bell alarm by pulling the oord that is 
strung near the celling of eaoh van. 

During the night the way ia lighted by flares fired every few 
minutes and while passing through fields or foVesta the flares are fired 
one af-ter another. 

While the oonvoy halts, the walls and floors are pounded with woods 
mallets to ascertain whether or not they have been weakened in an effort 
by the prisoners to escape. 

In transit the daily ration for the prisoners is about one pound of 
bread or £ poung of bisouits, one herring or other sail ted or smdked 
fish, and eaoh should reoeive about 2/3 ounce of sugar. However the 
sugar is usually kept by the men in oharge of the oonvoy* *>ooording to 
orders eaoh prisoner should reoeive one hot meal at least every, third 
day. In general praotlee however, these orders are not followed. I 
traveled aa a prisoner a few times. One of these trlpsnlasted more than 
a month and I didn't have a single warm meal during the entire trip* 

The greatest agony endured is thirst. The guards iaaue one or two 
buoketw of water daily to eadh van holding about 60 persona. It doesn't 
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go Very far and is the cause of frequentnfights or even death among the 

N 

prisoners. If the transport is daring the winter months many prisoners, 
tormented by thirst, Hole the hoar-frost formed on the iron fixtures of 

4 # 

the van. There oan be no mention of washing or other bourgeois devloes. 
This is the typloal transportation of prisoners. There may be some 
slight variations fsom the aocoant given. In the event of a particu- 
larly heavy use of transports, the oondltions are maoh worse slnoe the 
vans are loaded with twioe as many persons and it often happens that 



many persons aoffooate due to the laok of ventilation, especially daring 
the sammer months. 
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Deportation Prisons 

The first utuge of deportation are tbs deportation prisons. This 

/ 

a pointuwhere prisoners are mussed together for the purpoee of organizing 
oonvoye for tranaport to Individual oampa. There are aeveral of theae 
pointa in Husuia. They are oentrally located to bo able to bundle S 
certain number , of priaonera. Theae prisons receive and discharge a few 
thousand persons dally. ^ 

After the priaonera leave a train they are taJcen in prisonvuns, or 
march on foot, to the deportation prison. This usually takes plaoe at 
night. The NJCYD oarea about appearanoea and strives to do everything in 
aeoret. It isn't at all unusual for xtuasian prison vans to seem to be 
paaaenger busses. JDrapea and ourtaina (aiol) present a good illusion. 
The inside ? however, is oompletely darkened and strongly safeguarded. 
After alighting from these oars the prisoners are taken to be questioned 
after whioh they bathe and have their olothea disinfected. Depending on 
the prisoner's luck he hia quartered in a oell, or if the prison is over 
orowded (and they usually are) he is quartered in the hall, in the ikoft, 
on the stairs, or even in the prison yard. In Nov. of 1940, together 
with about 0,000 other prisoners, I spent 6 weeks in the prison yard. 

for the first time sinoe hia arrest does a politioal prisoner mingl 1 
with oriminal convicts. 

It is also noted that from the time of confinement in a deportation 
prison# the prisoner lives by the rules of the jungle, the right of sur- 
vival in an enclosure, from this time on survival will be the prisoner : i 
one aim daring transport , and in Slavs labor oampa. 

The administrators of these prisons keep an index of oampa needing 
laborers and as soon as a large enough group is assembled they are organ* 
ized into a oonvoy for farther transport, far this reason a prisoner me] 



b# in a dtportaxion priaoa u f«w hour* or a raw months* Thia dapanda on 
Whether transportation lauready for a oertqln group or whether a deflate 

quota hasn't been filled and they ha^e to wait for another shipment of 

. - ■ ' ~ - , , 

prisoners. Ifrequently u long period of waiting In a deportation prison 

la due to faulty udui Inia trat Ion. In short, a prisoner may be forgotten, 

his papers loat, or the papers may have been Included through error with 

those of another transport, Ihere Is a sealed envelope for eaoh prisoner 

containing the reoorda of the trial and the characteristics of the prl- 

soner. f he outside of the envelope oarrles a photograph of the prisoner, 

personal data, the o.o. art. number, and the length of the sentence-. The 

an 

envelope Is opened only at the labor oainp. If it happena that mm enve- 
lope is erroneously sent with the wrong transport, the prisoner remains 
at the deportation prison until the authorities unoover the error* 

Deportation prisons are the beginning of the real torture of a pri- 
soner. Sleeping on bare floors, stone steps, or in the rain or anow anil 
the shies, stenoh and laoh of spaoe, the complete ignoring by the autho- 
rities of even the most primitive hygienic installations, the constant 
threat of being stripped to the shin by degenerate juvenile orlminals an4 
the brutality of the prison guards - all tivldly oppose the nloely wo r del 
CO art. 9t "Community protection measures oannot hags as it's goal the 
physloal dlsoomfort or the degredatlon of human dignity* . . ... * 




CILLPlExl YI 

Separation Camps 

JProm deportation priaona the prisoner la aent by rail to a separably 

, . r 

oamp. The oonditiona of travel are the same as tho6e previously mentions 
In the Kg event that the separation center ia too distant fro^i a railroad 
transportation by barge, ship, auto or marching la brought into use! 
Usually however-, these aeparation oentera are in the vicinity of a. rail- 
road right of way or at 1 _ fra r m inal a , I had the 'lufik ijio beoome acqu- 
ainted with all modes of travel* 

Separation centers are, Just ae deportation prisons, points of or- 
ganizing prisoners sentenced to oonoentrat ion oatnps in specific regions, 
labor oamps are organized in auaaia according to ’systems'. These system 
are usua&ly within the boundaries of the individual countries or regions! 



a Separation center serves one or more of these systems. 

The labor oamps send their employee requirements to a separation 
oenter and, depending on the number of persons in the camp, the eeparatio 
center organizes a oonvoy for transport to the labor oamp. These sepa- 
ration oamps are nothingnmore than a type of slave market. I use the nam 
appropriately for it is the most suitable And theuolosest to the truth. 
How else oan you call the general p that send special 
delegates whose sole aim is to pick out the healthiest and most efficient 
workers* as an example I oan oite my own ouee. I was assigned to a oamp 
and was ready for departure when an engineer of another oamp found out 
that I had stated that I was a drilling specialist. He therefore had 
arranged with my ’boss' for a trade, giving him another prisoner* a few 
paokages of cigarettes plus my oo&t. 

Separation oamps therefore, funotion as labor exchanges and regulats 
the flow of labor* 

The number of prisoners in a separation oamp usually is in the tens 




Of thousands, This necessitates separating the oamp into tones > each 
■one be Inga leo la ted from the othera by barbed wire, Thie type of wire 
enoirolea the entire oamp. At 100 yard jllatanoes stand high toweru 1 



from military guards oalled *Woohry* (Wojennoja Oohrana - subjeot to 
the Ha\T 1)) stand a i!4 hour watoh. The entire oamp in bathea in strong 
refleoted light all night. Doga also help in guarding the prisoners. 
Pr leone re are, forbidden to loiter near the fenoou , and anyone found to< 
olose to the fenoe la i "“pg At** t**l y ahot. 

Prisoners are quartered In barracks, tenta, or even under the 
sided. Due to the overorowded condition of the oamp it la impossible 
house all the prisoners in oovered buildings. Even during the winter 
months many prisoners live outdoors, sleeping on the snow covered grouj 
around oampfires. ah types of prisoners are found in these oamps so 
that there is no differentiation between political and orlmlnal offend' 

The theory of might over right reigns in these oamps. Guards tha 

* * 

enter the compound arm themselves with long poles used to disperse a 
orowd of orlmlnal offenders that are robbing or even murdering polltloi 
prisoners and those ffrom the rfest'. In many inBtanoss however, these 
lnoldents are overlooked. 

Body lioe become Inseparable oompanlons of the prisoners , It lsn 
at all unusual then for epldsmioa to ooour and the death rats is unu- 
sually high. Tha prisoners dreamuof a quick release from these oamps 1 
a definite labor oamp wfeere organization and discipline, together with 
seizure of disquieting persons, presents a small guarantee of personal 
safety and the housing problem is a little mors bearable , 
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further trana po rtut ion for the priaoner, depending on the c lr- 

/ 

oujiiB tanoea , exoludlng the railways are: trucks, barges, ships or more 
marohing. 

The routed that are especially diifioult for the prisoners to 

withstand are: a) Ko tlaa -Vorkuta t b) Krasnoyarek-BudinJco , (o) Kharkov- 

Vladivoa tok, and d) BukhtaJ^Jj&odka-^lyma. 

Kotlas lies at the point where the Vychegda and Dvina rivers meet* 

This is an enormous segregation center that supplies aeverul camp 

system that exist between the Dvina river and the Urals. The most 

easterly system is VorkutstroJ with it's mining operations. The route 

Kotlas -Vorkuta is either by land following the course of the Vyohegda 

Usea 

river* orosaingmthe Pechora river* followinguthe J tfW tiver to it*8 

source or by water transport using barges over the Dvina river to Aroh- 

angel* then by ship aoroas the White and Barents seas to the Haryan-lCar 

port which lies at the mouth. of the Peohora river and then by barges up 

Usrfa 

the Peohora and rivers* 

In the oaae of travel by land the prisoners are shipped in olosed 
freight oars or open flat-cars over the newly built railroad leadin to 
Vorkuta* This line was completed in April of 1943. Before it's com- 
pletion transportation of prisoners was accomplished by oombining land 
■arches and water systems* Starching was resorted to all year round 
whioh accounted for innumerable oases of Intense frostbite and eventual 
death* Almost every year severe blissards oauBea the deaths of many 
transports consisting of thousands of prisoners with oonvoy. Aooording 
to orders oamp authorities are Obliged to supply the prisoners that 
oross into the polar regions with special uniforms but in general prao- 
tlos the prisoners are usually clothed in their own outfits. You oan 
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Imagine the pliJR of the 30,000 Jews thut wa^J^arrested in Iwow during 
May and June of 1941. i’he white death reaps a good harveat and is a 
com* tan l companion of every transport. 

/ 

Phe river route of kotlas-Vorkuta iB a great deal worse than the 
landed route. ^ barge holds about £,000 prisoners Jammed into it* 8 hold 
They are allowed on dock only during the day and that only with permleali 
of the escort. fills poruilaalon is granted only for physical oonvenianue: 
The laok of adequate faoll^l tle ^ results in long queues of people st&ndln, 
in narrow halls for many hours. Even during the night many stand in llni 
wal ting... their turn. Many thut are unnable to deny nature use a conven- 
ient corner which further pollutes the air and creates breathing diffi- 
oultiea. i>uring the night bands of thieves rob their more peaoeful com- 
panions, murdering those that give them opposition, and praotioe sex 
perversions. Phe guards do not taJce any notioe of these praotioea alnoe 
they share in some of the loot and barter with bread and olgarettee for 
the rest of it . 

I know that .what I have written may eeem unbelievable, but wa must 
realize the severe shortuge of material in Soviet Kusaia. Every aorap 
has a big prloe on it. * wall dressed foreigner oannot oount on meroy 
from thieves or even administrative personnel who themselves organize or 
provoke attacks on batter dresaed Westerners. Sometimes political pri- 
soners are oupable of banding together and moreir leaa enooesafolly , 
defend themselves. In these instances real battles ensue among groups oi 
prisoners and the mortality rate on both sides la high. I had partici- 
pated in Just such a battle on this route »h. lob resulted in about *0 
deaths and about 100 badly injured persona. Unfortunately the majority c 
the victims were political prisoners who normally are unarmed whila the 
bandits have some sort of weapon, usually a hand mads knife* 

Baa Idas the plague of bandits , the prisoners are tortured by hangar* 

SWtiil 
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thirst, alokneas, and heat. It looma paradoxical but it*a nevertheloe« 
true that In the waters of the Worth aeu, north of the polar circle, 
prisoners die en inuaae from heat prostration. 

The aoraple te water trip of Ko tlas - Vo r icu ta^ including stops in truru 
oampu at archangel and Naryun-Mar lasts months. i'his is in addition to 
the delays mot In the event the Pechora river Is frozen over. In these 
oases tea escort cannot contact supply points, therefore, in order to 
stretch their food supplyyy^ii^y further decrease the already inadequate 
food rations. In.ithese instances the muruuding of the bandits reaches 
unheard of heights. 1’hey stoul the food of tholr companions which cause 
the death by starvation of these unfortunate people. Corpses are thrown 
into the water. 

The route between -^rohungel and Naryan-Mar hue still another hazard 
Ships frequently sink as u result of storms or loeberga. 

The route Krasnoyarsk -Dudinka presents the same picture of the burg 

* 

or ships on the Yeniaiy river. It is about 1,500 milee long. 

Bakhta Nakhodka, near Vladivostok, is similar to Kotlas as a Negre- 
gation center and serves all systems lying beyond the A Amur river, Kolyi 
Kamchatka peninsula, Sakhalin Island, the district of Yakutok, and 
Vlrkhoyanak, and the Chukotka Peninsula, Kays Specially equipped ships 
ply these many sea lanes, making continuous trips .to the many points 
served. Two routes are never to be forgotten by the prisoners. These a: 
Bakhta Nakhodka-Magaden (on the Okhotsk sea) and Bakhta Nakhodka- Bering 
Strait - Arotlo Ocean - and Lower JColymak. 



Magadan la the second aegregation point on the far Kaat. it is the 
gate to the enormously big territory of slave camps which are densely 
situated on both sides of the -Kolyma river. Due to the ollm&tio condi- 
tions, (Verkhoyansk is the coldest region in the world), only the hardest 
criminals are sent there. In the Soviet mind a sentence to that point is 
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through the Japanese 
and Okhotsk h«ho. During paeeage through^ the la Parous© Strait many 
prisoners perish from suffooatlon. This Strait lies between the Sakha- 
lin and Yezo Islands and the Japanese had the opportunity to photograph 
rtuselan prison ships. They were probably quite well informed on thp 
number and destination of these ships. It wus the duty of the Ni£VD to 
keep seoret tlip politics of tiie biological extermination of counter- 
revolutionary elements. roueon all oompanionways leading to 

the deoics and all portholes were hermetically sealed before reaching 
this strait to prevent escapes. It had previously happened that pri- 
soners being released upon deck to use toilet facilities had noted the 
nearness of the islands and had jumped overboard. Japanese .fishermen 
willingly helped them and obtained information from them whloh ciroum- 
stanoes didn't enter into HJGTD plans, therefore stringent methods were 
put into use whloh oost a number of lives hut whloh made impossible the 

i 

divulging of Soviet information beyond it's bordere. 

further transpor talon from Magadan to Kolyma ie.iby trucks for a 
dlst&noe of 300 to 760 mllaa. Prisoners are forced to alt In orampad 
positions one against the other. Talking and movementnls prohibited. 
The slightest infractions of the rules is met by death at the hands of 
the guards. This territory is ruled by the harsh "Kolyma laws" whloh 
permit immediate reaction of the guards who understand only one way to 
obtain submission: aims dm* hots. It is natural to assume that frostbite 
and death are normal ooour&noes under the ollmatlo conditions • Upon 
reaching the Kolyma river the prisoners are transferred to hargsa during 
the summer time, but during the winter (whloh lasts about nine months), 
the journey is completed on foot. 

Transportation from Bakhta lakhodka to the Chiohodka Peninsula 
and to Lower Kolyma uses a longer sea lane slnoe the ships have to sail 
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aqairalant to adeath aentenoa* Aka route laaA 
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through the BeCTng Strait and oontand with lo^floaa In the Arotlp 
Ocean. Thar* la no tranaportation by txuoJc. The Joarneya from tha 



porta to tha in tar lor. in many oaaaa several htxndrad milaa, la made on 

w,,,/ ~ t - 

foot and the trail aa uaual, la strewn with oorpsaa. 
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Living Conditions and Labor In Prison Camps 

According to Soviet as sumption , a correctional labor oamp Bhoold 
serve as an educational Ins ti'tdtldh; • The educational measures are labor 
and propaganda. Labor is the topmost duty of every citizen and carries 
with it ennobling qualities so that every prisoner is obliged to perform 
either physical or mental labor, depending on his qualif ioatione and 
physical capabilities. 

On entering a labbr camp, each prisoner undergoes a physical exam- 
ination to determine his degree of fitness for labor. There are five 
official Glasses of adaptability: 

1. JTlt for all labor 

2. Tit for ’moderate labor’. 

3. Tit for light labor. 

4. Invalid 1st degree. 

6. Invalid 2nd degree. 

Special orders specify the types of work to be performed by eaoh 
olase. 

A different oomaission studies the prisoners’ records to determine 
what type of work the prisoner did in civilian life and' to separate 
the specialists. 

In praotloe however, any recommendations placed in the prisoner ’• 
files by elthe commissions is disregarded and no difference la shewn 
to the different classes, and apeolalletawork with others on ’general 
Jobs’ l Ahatniiia rubotr). Sue wriii Standard for pliulSe $c*SwS«rS iS 
the type of offense they are committed for, and the action of the ponmd 
lesions is only a formality* d political prisoner la seldom allowed to 
work lnmthe administration offices of the camp which is us oallymiacnthe 
hands of professional criminals. The only exception to this mis, is 




* 

HAdt whan no other prisoner oan be found, to be capable to handle this 
function. In this oa.ee even a political prisoner may handle affairs 
dealing with oamp administration. 4 

An invalid 1st degree la oollged to do wort inside the compound. 
Invalids 2nd degree are not obliged to work. These rulea are fluid and 
oan be changed by tt^ admin is trutOTi Bo that an invalid let degree la 
obliged to perform 26^ of the normal dally output while a 2nd degree 
invalid la expeoted to pfodHTTe 10 /» of what a healthy prisoner putaout. 

This dAaregard of orders and the difference between theory and 
praotioe la brought about b j9 a) the apeoifio atmosphere of Soviet life 
whose argument ’everything for the sooialiatlo country of the laborer 
and peasant’ null if las the law of personal dignity giving the admini- 
strators the authority to praotioe abuses, b) the requirements of the 
Soviet party plana whioh mast be completed without regard to ohoioe of 
■Mas urea used by the manager. Camp authorities, on every rung of the 
organisation, have plans foroed on them whioh have to be oompletad if 
they do not want to share the fate of the prisoners thsy oontrol, and 
slnos the plan oan make this possible, they tolerate the maximum exploi- 
tation of the priuoners without regard to murderous oonssousnoss , with- 

V 

out rsgard to cost. 

A standard la set by the eoonomio plan. In order to oomplste this 
enlarged plan it la naosssaryuto set a standard as to what one prisoner 
or a brigade of prisoners should do to guarantee oompletlon, or even to 
sxossd the plan. Io one seems to be oonoerned with the f&ot that the 
sat standard la bsyond the limit of human capabilities , that the human 
organism hold* a limited amount of energy, that the standard la murder- 
ous • 

The press and all propaganda stresses the oompletlon of the soo- 

* 

nomlo plan throughout the entire nation, laotory and bus ins ee directors 




of the state adopt by maana of professional alliances the resolution to 
taka the obligations upon themselves to aaa that the plan le Completed 
beyond tha expeoted standard. The same thing happens In labor o&mpe. 

A practice has at loan to aoospfc these resolutions, so that after tha 
given time limit, widespread Justifications for the unfulfilled pro- 
mlsea oould be published. Suoh Justifications oould be sent by a dir- 

i, 

aotor of a business that hires It's employees but never by a director oi 
a oamp using prisoner labo**-«& auoh plans must be completed. If, in 
spite of tha killing paoe set for tha prisoners, tha plan Is not oom- 
pleted, tha dlraotor falsifies tha report in order to avoid responsi- 
bility for sabotage (tfrtl 68, par. 14 o.o.)# He tarns to this me as or a 
only whan the fatalities are so great that he may In turn be under 
suspicion of ’oonaoious counter-revolutionary sabotage* • The position 
of a dlraotor of a labor oamp is extremely difficult, it is always 
between the hammer and anvil, and is held for as long as he is able to 

t 

oarry on an intrigue. A oommiseion from Mosoow very rarely visits a 
oamp. The director usually hears of an impending visit from trustful 
friends employed in the highest eohelons of the organisation, whloh 
enables him to put the oamp into some aemblanoe of order in order to 
eatisfy tha demands of tha dignitaries who do not observe many things, 
and who ohoose to ignore a whole lot more. 

The weight of the plan falls on the prisoners. Human materia* in 
Russia is squandered lavishly, in labor oamps - prodigally. 

The standard of labor la atrlotly prescribed. The table of stan- 

tn Va o mwmr\ th* fnlnnYAQ t. T'hsSd tibi53 

continuously changed to the detriment of the laborer, growing to un- 
attainable heights, to the reoorded heights of 'staohonltes* • These 
records are fraudulently determined. Physically strong laborers, 
prepared for the test by the oamp direotor f having the best tools, the 
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beat material v ffcd the moat competent helper^Pf complete the a tankard 
of labor In a few days , which 1 b enough to set a precedent to lnoreaae 
the general binding standard. 

In order to for the prisoner to work, the quality and quantity of 
food served is in accordance to the percentage of work performed acc- 
ording to the standard. 

Xhe food in different camps is not the same. It depends on the 
plaoe and time. In the paaV, jbhere were instances when t£e menu was 

f i 

inadequate and hundreds perished from starvation, a reform took plaoe 
in 1938-0* Prisoners that were in oaaps at that time tell that during 
this period no one had died of starvation. Bvenmthoae that were on 
penalising rations existed from aoraps off the tables of the etaohonitea 
The year 1940 however, saw a change for the worse and oonditiona beoaae 
ao bad that from 1941 deaths due to starvation and emaoiation beoam a 
common and everyday affair. 

A general rule governing the polioy of nourishment ia to keep the 
people half starved' ao that they would exert more energy when promises o: 
better nourishment are given. Hunger, in these oases, is a very effect- 
ive measure. 

fhere are different degrees of rations. During 1941-43, lorthern 
Buropean Russia had the following list: 



Prisoner category Dally Rations 

blaok 

mattPHf ttlsrtirti wrt rs fftsw About 13 ounoes of bread and twioe 

learn than 99% of standard and 

Cad degree invalids daily 1-fr pta. thin soup (400 grams) 

— " ■ - .. i ... ■ I... ■ ' ■ ■ ■ — — ■■ a 

100-114^ of standard and offloe H lbs bread, morning - thin soup* 

olerks noon - 2 os white bread, evening- 

thin soup, bowl of barley. 



of standard operations 



as above plus £ lbMnre 




8 o«. emokad flsh. 



lA * 4 4 
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tit. mdre 

Borne meat, 

9 oz. of bread, and twice daLly 
cabbage or oat soup, oruotloully 
nothing more than water. 

In 194D, probably due to.i^g^mar, the food rat lone, particularly bread, 
Buffered an ubrupt 4 0> doorcase, .iwitb the reeult that u large percentage 
of prleonere began to die at a rapid paoe . Certain oampe that were 
doing war worlc (extruotion of naptha oil, gold mining, building of 
underground and above ground hangars, oto. ) felt only a email decrease 
of rations, but the soule of labor and houru increased. Evidently this 
inoreaae was fvoluntary* as a result of a spontaneous resolution by 
some prisoners who wanted to oontribute their efforts for their beloved 
Stalin and party. Those prisoners in the polar regions were fed a 
little better than those farther to the South. In this respect the all- 
powerful authorities oreuted unusual piotures. eg. two oamps, lying 
about S klma. (l 1/3 miles) from eaoh other, doing the same worJc, and 
having the same scale of labor receive different rations beoause one is 
in the polar olrole and the other is outside the oirole. 

Praotloally speaking, the increase in physical fitness brought aboul 
by a better diet does not oompare with the lnorease of effort and the 
oalorles expended in labor completely oanoels the oalorio lnorease of th« 

Soil — • — — . 4 A <« M f|1u 4 W nn m M A n 4U* m ~ « -- — i 4. . _ 1__ . ■» 4 I .-44 .. 
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emaciation* For this reason the more sensible prisoners do not attempt 

to Inoreaae their efforts at such a heavy price and if they cannot gain 
better welfare conditions through various subterfuges, they only expend 
enough energy so as not to be aooused of sabotage. They have a valid 



less than 33> of standard 
and disciplinary oases 



adminle tratlve ^^raonnel 



Same aa^Tbove plus 1 
bread, accuse lonally 



un$. vegetable oil, 




rauaon for thi^^for they Know that whether tlP^Jr ure stAobonltes oy not, 

the same fate awalta them - alow death by starvation. 

Worlcera that oompletod more than 1 •’ 6>> of the scale had the right to 

> 

buy between two and three hundred'’ grafts of bread and £ o*. of lard* The; 
had the right, but not always the possibility. l’he lack of fats wap fei 
by all strata, of society and the guards, Just us the prisoners, were 
linn tod t> a oortuln amount of fat. 



Prisoners that ref usu^jtp^work (otkaz) are sent to thp look-up. 
oyatematio refusal to work results in an accusation of sabotage and the 
punishment Lh death, After three refusals this paragraph is applied 
(for the prisoner shows no hope of oorreotion - the verdiot usually boom 
out ) . 

Under these circumstances the prisoners rapidly approach a complete 
physical breakdown, besides hunger, they are plagued by various disease 

peculiar to the extreme North as : scurvy, nyctalopia, and otherw which 

1 ’ * 

are oaused btf/the laok of vitamins and the extremely cold climate* 

'J 

In general, among the prisoners exists a conviction that the only 
means of enduring a sentence to a labor oamp is to be sent to one looats 
in the interior zone where, through organized 'blats*, living conditions 
are more bearable, a 1 blat' is a specifically Soviet institution. It 1 
a chain of contacts that guarantees mutual help and support at the ex* 
pense of misusing and eluding prescribed laws. The. Soviet ad&gt f Blat 
wysze Sownarkoma’ (blat is higher than the Peoples Official Ooonoil) 
gives the best oharaoteristio of this institution. 

0 th«ra t, h h t, ij irm imfthjL* ■to ntjHn 1 a ! blftt* * G.SG.s.i.Ly* ccizss? t;c ^=.2 S2S; 
end - death by emaoi&tion. This ooours sooner or later, depending otKfch 
individual prisoner's state of health on entering a oaap. Whan exhanett 
la ao great that the prisoner doesn't have the strength to work, hi 
remains in the camp and is completely indifferent to the faot that he ms; 





be sent to the look-up . His onlyndream la to lie quietly In a warm 
nook whore he wouldn't feel hla slowly ebbing strength and the flloKer- 

/ 4 

InjJ of the flame of life* In comp j^jgon auoh peraone are oalled 
'approaoher ' a from the word 'upproaohlng * or nearing one's end. 

The Issue of olothlng la particularly Important In the Northern 
regions. .Prisoners receive ootton Jaolceta, und underclothes that are 



generally jbuI table agains t ^thq> ' cold. The gloves that ura., occasionally 
issued are entirely inadequate and are no protection against the bitter 
oold. Leather shoes are scarce and the prisoners do not at aay time 
reoeive them, The NZTL and administrative personnel receive porous 
pigskin shoes and high boots haveing mixed sheep-wool und oamel or 
oow hair whioh keep the feet warm, Tha prisoners normally reoeive 

awkward ologs made from tire ooverlngs* These Injure the feet and do 

\ : 

not give any warmth, bometlaes they reoeive bast-shoes woven from 
linden. Normally the prisoner winds old rags around his feet as a sort 
of protsotlon. These get soaked however, and a orust of loe forma over 
them. It isn't at all odduithen that many hundreds of prisoners have 
their fast or fingers amputated as a resuht of severe froet-hlte. 

The housing of prisoners depends on the degree of , oolonisation* v 'v^ 
of the oamp that the prisoner is sent for labor. Generally the prl- 
sonars are honaed in wooden barracks or in oaves that are frequently 
on he a ted f paradoxical^ oauae the forest is all around), and those 
working in mobile units, i.s. laying traok, building roads, eto., 
blvouao under the stars or in tents. On their own they often build 
themselves huts froaubranohea. 

The manner of establishing a oamp la very simple, a group of 
prisoners is taken into the deep forest. At the beginning there is only 
a slab with the name and number of the oamp. "Strojtie sifta" (build 
your future), orders the oonvoy commander, and the prisoners fell tress 
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for building barracks In the meantime sleeping undue the eklee or i n 
but a . 

The lot of the mobile worker* 1* particularly dlffloult. Constant 
truve l Ing makes It luapoeelble to organl*e a oump, oonveyanoee very oft* 
bog down (snow drifts In winter, mud In Hummer), the field kltfhen'lan' 
In any condition to properly prepare hot mealB, and the prisoner la de- 
prived of a warm abode where he would be able to rest ev#rt : for a little 
while after a hard day' a ‘ s »e r T > , Under euoh conditions yon oan't even 

' I 

dream ubout hygiene or any type of aanltatlon. The prisoners sleep 
around oamp fires and frequently many oon tract pneumonia whlob their 
weakened bodies oannot fight. lormally, about 90* of those have 
pneumonia die of the disease. 

Daring the summer months, besides sourvy and pellagrol hemooolitla 
the prisoners suffer from a tom&oh disorders brought on by the greedy an 

lndlsorlmlnate use of mushrooms and wild berrya. 

« « 

The medloal welfare of the prisoners la in the hands of so called 
'sanosaat' whloh la a division of the sanitary dept, having it's b areas 
in every oamp. The organisation of a division of health for a oamp has 
been well planned. However, the prisoner's health and life in the oamp 
as oompared to the completion of the eoonomio plan la of no importance 
so the.jK-ICTD limits the usefulness of doctors and foroe the laborers lnt 
one plan after another, and limit the amounts of medioation. Dootors 
usually are prisoners. They try to alleviate their comrades' suffering 
but are hindered brut he limitations. Aooording to apeolfio orders* a 
dootor has the right to designate not a sore than 8)4 of the prisoners as 
ill when in reality at least 00^ need medloal attention. The medioatlo 
on hand isn't tooumuoh help sinoe it oonslsts of aspirin and iodine wit 
an oooaslonal shipment of ood-liver oil and Vitamin 0. a oamp dootor 
oan suggest that a prisoner be sent to a special oamp oalle 'sangorodok 



f sanitary town) where the conditions tire better than In the oamp infirm 
wry. These hospitals are usually clean and warm. i’he food Is prepared 
with enough fats and the doctors are usually learned men whose fatp. and 
Stalin's order had pltiood them In prison. 

fhe theoretical aim of the osjupa, us I have already otutoa, le^to 
eduoate through work and propaganda. 

■▼erybody la obliged to lubor but only the elect benefit from pro- 
paganda. In this oase the^a~-lh a sharp line drawn between politloal an< 
orlmlnal offenders, from the faot that oamp authorities hold prop&g&ndt 
speeohes only Izn for the common prisoners, the conclusion oan be drawi 
that the &ovlet authorities do not believe a politloal prisoner oan be 
induced to mend his ways, and from the beginning they feel that he la 
lost completely and as suoh, it is only right that he die in a oamp. 
Bsoaaae of this, it never happens that a ’klntrikj (in oamp Jargon, a 
politloal prisoner ) is free to leave a oamp after serving his ssntsnos. 

r ‘ ' ' \ 9 

Jnst a few days before he la to lsare, he reoeivesuaotlfloation that the 
0830 has reached a new decision and the prisoner reoslrss another 6 or 8 
year ssntsnos. The whole setup for 'ooonter-reTolationlsts * , the system 
of ohioanery, and the limited rights generally guarantee a death before 
the first term is finished and only individuals of unusual health and 
strength or those exceptionally olever oan have the personal aatlefaotloi 
of rsoslving the information of a new verdiot. 

The preparation of propaganda in the oampa is handled through the 
cultural eduoatdrs (Kulturno Voapltatlsluaja Osast). The work of this 
group la broken down into the following classes s 
a) agitation for mors effort .in labor 
b) educational propaganda influencing orlmlnal offenders, sad 
s) organising thsatrloal and reoreatlonal pageants* 

•very oamp is plastered with hogs propaganda posters carrying motto* 



and the gulden thoughts of Lenin, nnd Hbove all, Stalin, Thee# 

* 

posters oall for greater efforts of labor, for f socialistic professional, 
cooperation' the. develppement of staohonite activities, ets., and with 
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extol ling •the happiness and freedom of the Soviet oitiuen (even Here!) 
large bulletin boards list the percentage of the set scale performed by 
different brigades and various 'staohonites ' , /rom the camp gazette 
(posted on the .ijrall) . the prisoner has the opportunity to read the n&mes 
of all prisoners refusing ^ to jp ork and at the same time he^ can learn of 
the dismal oonditions of the life of the English and American laborer* ( 
who are exploited by the Capitalists, fhis type of propaganda is aoo- 
easible to all. 

The education of criminal offenders hinges on acquainting him with 
the peoularlatles of his actions whioh, whan compared to v ooanter-revo« 
lutlonary acts’ of the political offenders, are attempted to hs shown, by 
the JCWO as temporary forgetfulness. Bimilarly, s corrupted ploture is 
painted of the oalumlnous crime of the *kon trike* and it appears gone* 
rally dark for this group of prisoners. Xhe JCWO whioh stands ready to 
serve the HkVD' ’sefcretnoj osaati* rsoruita from the ranks of the ori- ! 

s #i 

mlnal offenders a host of confidantes by deluding them with plotmres of 
bsttsr living oonditions and promises of ahortsningmthsir ssntsnoss. 
Sinos in .the comprehension of tbs IJCVD a oitissn is a loyal and useful 
member of society when be knows how to worship &talln, it is blind to th 
faults of the Structure , and what is mors important, to informers. ft i 
seldom that a orlminal offender leaves a labor oamp before his sentenoe 
is served and beoomes a v really valuable 1 Soviet ditlsen, having receive* 
a previous 'education* whioh guarantees him the above mentioned virtues* 
The last duty of the JCK 0 • organising thsatrloal . and rsorsational 
pageants - stands at tbs lowest lsvsl. The so sen os of the thsatrloal 
presentations are shallow and art written by worthless agitators me s# , 




much propaganda. If the play 1« presented In a olubroom - usually 
housing prisoners - the only benefit that the offender oan fain from the 



performance la, when under ooverofda^knftss, he oan staal aome clothing 
from a fellow prisoner. From time to time Soviet fllmu whloh oommend the 
Boris t life are ahown in these olubrooma. It is claimed that otunps ^ 
haring women inmates also arrange danoes. I was unable to confirm this 
information. 

Sinoe I made mention. o^jguMoen. I think it's Just as wpll to mention 

i 

sex life in the oampa. It exists tautkarpa x* to the point of degeneraoy 
in all-male or all- female oampa* It doesn't mean that in coeducational 
oampa the sex life was sound, it was only a little more normal* 

The faroura of woman were gained mainly by the administrator a of the 
oamp alnoe they were able to pay for auoh serrioea. normally, the women 
beoame mistresses of the more prominent criminals, but this didn't pre- 
rent them from accepting money from the other criminal offenders . Foil-* 

« 

tioal prisoners rarely met the oamp prostitutes for the simple reason 
that they were too weakened and emaolated to t&Jce muoh Interest in auoh 
things* If that weren't reason enough, then the Boris t prostitute feels 
it to be her duty not to oater to an 'enemy of the people '• In oamp 
Jargon women are known as the criminals 'delirium' • 

The piotore of oamp life wouldn't be oomplete if we had omitted the 
role played by the 'arks'* i’hls name is applied to thieres and bandits 
that harsubean waifs of the streets and hare been associated with crime 
jT?cs£ childhood j 

'Urks' are the plague of erery prison and oamp* In oamps^they are 
organised in apeolal labor brigades, they aot with a great daal of li- 
berty and steal and plunder from the more peaceful prisoners. The whole 
administration of the oamp is in their hands. All officials, from labor 

leaders to ths ohisf administrator, foster the 'Urks'* adequately e da- 
ft 
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terrorise the other prisoners* ( _Ihis is espeoially rough on tho politioei 

r . / V 'v’ ' ** . ( **- 

prisoners. Of in allow onljr ’ to enlist ;in « f Vl*^ and 



for that roaaon only a vary faw political prisoners oan avail themselves 
of tba banaflta of a 'blat*. i'hose who ara not in a blat or thoee'who 
do not know how to gat into the .goad., graces of the Drka will seek Justloe 
in vain from the oaap authorities. Snob la the role of the ^Dkrs* on tha 

a Ida of tha UCCD that thoj^jitmatltute a grave manaoe to -the milliona of 

.1 

* ooanter-revolutionle ta * that in every instance of rebellion* they ara 
eliminated by the 'Drka 1 withoht tha alightaat aoruplee. 

"Drka *ara tha elongated ara of tha I *TD in tha oaapa whioh praaanta 
this oar ions paradox: criminals stand as guards of Bo vie t jaatloa* 
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* 1 1 la Only a Ohange In Mama 1 

Lenin's words, "Huaala - people’s prison", didn't loae any of their rea- 
llty today after more than 30 yearn of rule by the 'labor-peasant oounol 

Oaurlet Kuaelu, expanding It'o empire, onoounlered opposition from 
the nations standing In the way of expansion. This opposition was brofcc 
bymthe Has a lan armies and 'authority over the oooupied territory was taice 
over by osarlst admlnietratore . Using the unfulling threat of prison an 
deportation, they held the conquered peoples under ruthleas submission. 

Lenin, apealclng of the ’peoples 1 prison', had In mind the oppreasio 
of the minority groups by the Husslan empire ,. expressing himself from a 
deportation prison. 

If there is any change today, then It is only in the soale of terro 
and ranJcneea in the smouldering olaas war of 'the penitentiary system. 
Where the ozarlat regime was ruthless against tens of thousands who were 
polltloal adversaries of the 'autooraoy', Stalin's regime destroys 
millions. 

This assertion isn't an oatsntatioua phrase. tiy polltloal edver- 
aarlea we mean not only opponents of the social struoture but also the 
representatives of the individual nations resisting Husalan rule. I had 
already mentioned lnmthe preceding ohaptere about the ruthless fight 
against national ldsals of the people living in territories ruled by the 
Bolshevik regime. I had also mentioned the mosaio made up of many 
nationalities in prisons and oamps, .These dues give some plotore of th« 
true ’brotherhood of man* that is praised and golr^fled by Soviet Propa- 
ganda. 

It is difficult for me to give an aoourate proportional percentage 
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of tho na tlonnllTioa oinking up the prluon popiSitlon. One thing Is 

oerlfitn, Lhti gronUiut number of prtuonflru lu reorulted from the so-oulle^ 

minority nutlonu # .a phrase thh t lEf ffiOB't unusual In the itau la 

/ * 

"Bquullt,y of nut Iona", 

l inn de the ut .imoant that the Soviet regime deatroya millions of 
It'ii political opponent*). i'hla ututement lan't an axug^rHtlon and oan 
be verified to u relative figure from dlreot compariaona . 



Haas la remained true to dt'a tradltiona. i'hia observation w&s made 
In 191J0 by Joueph Conrad when writing the preface to hla novel 'In the 
Bye a of the West*. 

"These revolutionists aren't able to perceive that all they oan 
attain l«s only u change In name. Kuselans are oppreaeore end oppressed j 
the world aguln aeeu the truth that a tlge r cannot o hangs it's stripes 
or a leopard it's spots." 

In hi a extensive work entitled ’Corporal Punishment in Kusslan 
Judicature and administration', the huts lan martial 1st I. Jewrelnov 
States: 

"a Russian is too oonservative to rid himself of deep-rooted spiri- 
tual oonviotlons only because publlo opinion created a break in punish- 
ment estimates". 

Immediately after the revolution, the government oooaoil solemnly 
renounced the ozarlst method of imprisonment. Oonviotlons were oano tils 
and houses of oorreotlon took the plaos of prisons. This idyll didn't 
last very long. It took only one attempt on Lenin to answer the ’Whitt 
Terror' through the 'Had Terror' on a mnoh greater soale, Osaka;, ttPU # 
and then the HJCVD developed to the point of absurdity and whan there was 
a laok of true enemies of the revolution, alnoe they had bten sttsrly 

* ' 

destroyed in the first 10 years of the exiatenoe of the 0881, the fcthfjr 
bureauoratio machine of Stalin's 'aatooraoy* sslssd appartnt 'llfttit* v 
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and ’rightist* enemies and even communistic enthusiasts whose Jnly or itn 
was the fact that they could perceive the warped ideal for Whlob they 
suffered. 



^eyohology of 'capitalistic environment ' , continual fear of an uri 
bourgeo la orusade agalnnt the USSR, the mania of espionage pe rbecut Ion , 
impetuous rebuild ing of an organization and the impassive resistance of 
a furmo t ' to leave hie land commanded " oearch for, and extoriulnatlon of 
ever new 'enemies of the pooplo*. waves of mans a r re ate swept the 
country with the force .»£^w-%urrl cane , prisons became cnrercrowdea, and 
labor camps were developed. Soviet authority uidn't create any new 
methods in the penitentiary system. It took the lino of least rculaton. 
It added on to the institutions inherited from ozuriat -uaslu/ only im- 
proving the organization, and above all, changed the name. Hard labor 
waa named 'correctional labor camp' and prisons ' home6 of compulsory 
labor*. In aome cases however, there is a return to the old nomencla- 
ture, and today, Just as during the reign of the czars, there exists 
’dungeons* and 'deportation', fhe term 'correctional labor comp' waa 
kept hat without change and the fuot is that the oontents and soope 
remain the aume , that iu, extermination. Hxtorininulion on the enormous 
Soviet scale. 

For "cruelty, spiritual destruction, and the Btate of moral oollapa 
of a particular nation oan be explained through the measures that helped 
to keep it on a leash through the past oentury of it's historical exist- 
ence whioh, through habit, beoatne for it a seoond nature." (N. Jewreinow. 
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Camp Organisation 



These oamps perform an Important role In the economic plan, they build 
roads , railroads, dig oanala, mine ooul and other types of ore, extract 
napthu oil, build factories, eto. 

It's a well Known faot thut there aren't many phusee In the eoonomi 
life of the country In prlsonere did not labor. Huge enterprises 

are built on slave labor just as the Irrigation system of anolent ®gypt 
was built by si ive labor. On the othor hand these facts emanate from, 
and are tied In with penitentiary politics which pats a great number of 
persons at the disposal of the various state organizations, 'The violent 
rebuilding of the USSR community structure, foreoast and realised In the 
framework of eaoh 5 year plan, results in overorowdsd prisons and labor, 
oamps. from the point cff view of Soviet politics, the benefit of this 1 
that doubtful elements are denied oontaot with the rest of the oommonitj 
it is separated, but for state eoonomio effeota it seems ratfcvr dis- 
advantageous for it denies a great number of factories many labofsra 
whioh causes orltloal delays in completing a plan. In reality however, 
this handling of personnel helps solve the unemployment problem (event- 
ually, all unemployed become prisoners), but the transfer of labor 
personnel from all over the country to the newly oreated oapps in the 
North oreates a grave transportation problem. Under these olroomstanoss 
r.ni» w«ijrul of aaicin* ud ths deficit in the economic plan falls on the 
prisoners. It is bsyond a shadow of a doubt that these oamps ars a nega 
tlve phenomenon in Soviet eoonomlos but it doesn't alter the faot that 
their main taaic is to help rebuild the USSR structure, henoe the ruthles 
blologloal extermination of undesirable elements. 

Observing the growth of Soviet state slave labor by prisoners, we 
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oo me to the oonolua Lon , that In apite of adapting auoh rudLoal cteaaurea 
of oorreotlon, the number of prisoners In ausalu doesn’t lessen out 
grows gTeater and penal polltloa doean 1 1 ydiraeloae taucLencitLS .t.o restrain 
mass arrests. 

It is oharaoteristia that as oamps in masala grow, they shoula be- 
oome more decentralized, but the opposite is true* they tend to spread 
Inward to the center of the UbiiR. The process of aepurullng * ooun.ter- 
revolutioniats 1 began fropk^ttfe Northern Islands and the New A^and, In 
proportion to the ever growing ranks of prisoners, new oamps have been 
founded, beginning from the far North to the booth, and tightening the 
olrole around the center of the USSH. These are labor oamps in the 
vloinity of Mosoow and Leningrad, and powerful systema were built in 
JCaJbyes and dak. 

This centralisation of oamps is also caused by eoonomio reasons. 
Shortage of labor in the center of the country created the necessity of 
replacing voluntary employees with the slave. labor of prisoners. Al- 
ready today the eoonomio plan weighs heavily on the policy of oamp 
establishment and Just as in prisons, deportation, and 'oamps' the 
atmosphere is heavy on the oentral Ilfs of the free oitlzens for it is 
a rare Russian family that Hasn't at least one ofnlt's members aaori- 
fiosd to the ■corrective' measures of bovlet Justice. 

The highest institution in the boviet system of prison oamps is the 
■Gulag*. It is the oontraotion from 'Glawnoje Uprawlenlje LagiereJ* - 
Chief Camp Administration. It officiates in Hosoow. 

Gulag is an institution arising frommthe Peoples Commission on 
Internal Affairs and is subjeot to it. It is divided in groups for 
spsolfio tasks auoh ast planning, psrsonnal handling (oddisl kadrow ) , 
security, administration, sanitation, culture, sduoatlon, a to. These 
divisions ars maintained in every degree of oamp organizations. 

Jr gQM P.Iilf iu 1 1 1 
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Tha antlra ayu tem of oumps la divided inTo specific oamp ayatetna 
which Ivmdlo a certain phaae of the economic pl'in* e # ^. the o/unp 
ay a tem of l ^aaymLanl»(C l (an unnamed c a m p ) in the Kujuyaz region hub be*] 
assigned the tabic of creating a large war production center* 

Camp ayntamu are divided Into regions - (otdlelenl Ja ) • Those 
connected with railroads enoompftBu from a few to about TO oampe (’lag- 
punk tow 1 ) excepting the mobile oampe of working columna* ^ , lagp.unict l 
ha a from a few hundred tb'^'a few thousand prisoners - a oolumn from 800 
to •' ,000. e.g. lugpunkt No. 4 In Uobtlmlog had about 6,000 persons at 
the time Nr. 11 Trouungrup had about 700. 

The larger camps have several 'branches called 'podkomandlrowka • 

( sub-oonml ttae ) • 

Prisoners are divided Into labor brlgadeu of about £6 people or 
some times more (40-60). at the head of each brigade ie tha brlgadler- 
ppiaoner who direota the work to be done, together with tha counter who 
oaloulritaa the peroentage of work oompleted. The brigade worke under 
the supervision of an armed guard (atrielok), who has the power of life 
or death over the prisoners. 

It is proper to mention, that just aa all ttovlet life, oampe aaffe 
from exoeeslve bureaucracy. -Beginning from oaap points down to 
*o tdieleni je* and the ays tem management, a multitude of different types 
of 'planners', 'statisticians * , 'bookkeepers', 'work accountants ' , eto 9 
work in the various off lose. The ohart gives a typical piotor of the 
organisation of oamp administration. 

administrative functions in the oampe are handled by the prisoners 
Only the head of the oamp and the dlreotor of eduoation are free. . As 1 
previously mentioned, criminals hare priority for these positions* 

Besides the management, there Is the large personnel of the IJCTD 
whloh has charge of guards and who preside at trials In the STOAt * 



prisoner oommlta a new of fence. 

On the map of oamp systems In the CSS3H, which la udded to this 
publication, are Hated only the ays terns er^hO se named hare been verified 

and about whloh I havo boon able to ^lv« many details. ( lhavo been In 
dome of them). 

I emphualze that theae are 'systems' and not Individual oampa. 

K«iv)h aye bent numbers a fsw hundred camp polntu. I’tui territory enuoni- 
pnsaeu In a system la not Ijehtibl ted by prisoners o xolua lve ly . x’he 
farther South the system Ilea, the more oampa ure mixed with aettlementa 
In which llvo the free people. /ree in the Soviet system of freedom. 

The map la baaed on original Soviet dooumenta and aupplemented by 
statements of prisoners who had been in labor oampa from 1939 to 
1942, 

It Isn't oomplet; It la baaed only on aooesalble dooumenta. labor 
oampa that are not included In the the oump aya tome, bat whloh are fonnd 
all throagh Western and Southwestern ituasia, Caucasia , and the Kepnblloe 
of Central aala are not listed on the map. Koaoow, whloh has a number 
of oampa t la not listed, neither are the railroad construction oampa 
whloh range from the Western town of XaJazeJc to Vladivostok listed on 
the map. fhe map doesn't show many oampB beoauao there isn't 100> proof 
of their exiatanoe. 

Besides the oamp systems mentioned, there are many oamps - as I 
already mentioned - numbered in the hundreds, whloh are under direct 
sdaiis tmticR of the NJ£YD and do not enter the general oamp systems, 
o.g. in the.uterrltory of Conbaa, every business venture, every mine, 
employs prisoners from oamp points. Xhla same plotu.ro ia observed in 
all of Huaaia; in .quarries, airports, road, and fortif ioation building, 
a to. 

fhotorlea whloh are built near the prisons, utilise prleon labor 



(o.g. the wrought Iron furniture company In Odsesa). Moreover, there 
exist a number of work: colonies whloh are designated for youthful 

offenders, who after receiving sentence, are aubjeot to special eda- 

/ 

national measuree according to established rules In 'lubor oolbnles of 
correction for Juveniles'. 

In the central prisons of Odessa and Kharkov, 1 have seen hundreds 
of youths between the ages of 7 (sovon) and 16, grouped In separate' 
oells . i’he degeneracy of these poor oreatureB Is beyond humun ootnpre- 
hens Ion. Kaoh group Is under the care of a leader picked from the group 
of criminal offenders, many of whloh are professional bundlts. When 
minora rooeive sentenoe they are placed in labor colonies where they are 
obliged to work and study under H1CTD instructors. In moat oaeee, they 
leave these colonies us the most tyrannical exponents of the bolshevik 
system. Many soldiers In the Internal detuohments of the HBTD are 
graduates of ohild lubor oolonlee. i’hey are extremely proud of this. 

I must add that former inmates of lj the so oolohiea are the most oruel and 
ruthless in regard to polltioal prisoners. 

From the list of oump systems, it is interesting to note the 

grouping of more than 30 oamp points in thsmreglon of Potm&n(ln 
HH ^ 

Marljan US0B), whloh are for women, another known group of oamps for 
women is In the o-kmo In region, 'fhere are about £6 oorap points which 
are organized exclusively for ’wives. 1 The term ’wife* in this oase 
doesn't refer to the marital status of the women, but is a type of 
Offense s T'n« woman in ths SS Cd3p s belong to the families (mainly .wives 
and daughter) of the rrotakyitee that have been sentenoed on the 
strength of Art. 68, par. 1 (dealing with oolleotlve responsibility) 
and Art. 16 (analogies). Conditions in these o&mpe are a little more 
bearable alnoe the majority of the prisoners are Intelligent and do not 
tend to harass one another, and try to make the beat of their community 



life 
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The system of oampa near Magadan rates speoial attention.^ It holds 
a few thousand - orLpplea. These ure prisoners who have lost an arm or 

a leg as a result of the severe oold~ in Northern kolymu and other damps, 

/ * 

In the narration, I mentioned- only the main eooaomlo tasks of the 



oampa, Bvery camp also handles other tasks which are tied in withi.aelf- 
dependenoe suoh as: farming, lives took breeding, building of. barracks. 



administration^ eto. 

The listing of oamp systems inmthe territories of Oentrul Abla, and 
in partloular. Northern Liberia, isn't an easy task. It is know, as an 
example, that Northern Siberia is considered off limits, and even 
native hunters, living in this area, have specifically fixed boundaries 
beyond whioh they dare not enter. I am far from being able to dream of 
the fantastic conjectures on what is being done there. This region is 
marked with a question mark on the map. I tried to unravel this riddle 
through questioning hundreds of prisoners, either rtussl&n or Polish. 

I know that this region isn't as deserted- as it would seem to be. It la 
kxxown y jfckk that during 1940-3,. a railroad was built there whioh was to 
link Murmansk (through archangel and Vorkuta) with the Bering strait. 
This la only a presumption, but uinoe trials to organise a sailing route 
over the arctic Ooean failed, the i>oviet authority may have deoided to 
build a railroad for strateglo purposes. 1'hlB would also indicate the 
building of a railroad branch linking £ Jakuok-Magadan-Osukosow 
peninsula -Bering Strait. 

One other thing: these territories are the closest - by air - to 
America, and the aviation activities in these areas is unusually greAt* 




OO^lPISE III 



■umber of Prisoners 

Ihi question lax how msny ©f the lWBH oitlsens that lira 1 a oamps 
art prisoners? Publications of all tjpes list these numbers variously 
and very Inaoourntely . Generally the numbers ^rlrsn are from 10 to 30 
million. 

Accurate figures can only be given by the ’Gulag’. »e bun only 
avail ourselves of arithmetloal possibil l ties . boviet prisoners inti- 
mate that during the period of intense arrest (1936-37) there were more 
than 40 million prisoners in Russia. This figure is undoubtedly greatly 
exaggerated, but it isn’t lass oharaoteris tic that Polish prisoners who 
were deported to Russia in 1939«*42 were confronted with the statement of 
guards who were proud of the greatness and might of the USSR to the 
effect! "Poland has a population of about 36 million while here in the 
Soviet alliance we have that many prisoners". 

Let's try to establish, through the use bf round figures, the basis 
of arriving at a sound figure, a camp polntmhas an average of l,ftOQS 
prisoners (my figure is small), a sons (otdlelenl Je ) averages about 10 
oasip points, and a camp system is made up of at least £0 tones (again I 
use conservative numbs re 1) 1,£00 L 10 1 20 3 £40,000* 

This estimate is more than conservative . I Jmow for certain that 
the system of 'Besymlanlag* had about 800,000 prisoners in 194£, and 
there were at least £,000,000 in Kolyma. as a precaution however, let's 
say that the average system has a population of £60,000. On the map I 
have indicated 38 systems, fhe round figure for the oamps listed 
amounts to 9,600,000 persons! 

I emphasise t this is only inmthe systems that I know about and that 
I have proof of>utheir existence • One of the reliable publications tells 
of 136 systems giving their names and locations. If we add to these the 
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fcaaitada af MKfi aot aanaayaaaad la a «r*t«« and tha noatar if prl- 
aon*ra ondar lnvtatlgatlon, It won't T>* an axaggaratlon to atata that 



fl|«M at Xft^OOO^OOO la a aii^ iwmniiri iltlaltl* 



Ooatparad to dnworatlo nation*, thia ncu*b*r in onproportionallj 



high. 

Lot'* look at the flgtcr** of th* 'boorgaola' daaooratlo nations. 



OOUHXHY 


_ BO *. 




PKISOm&Kfc 


i 
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IOXAL 




u.b.a. 


1948 


147,000,000 


146,976 


6,688 


165,664 


•11 


Italy 


1938 


43,980, 000 


65,018 


6,665 


67,671 


•15 


Swltaarland 1938 


4,186,000 


1,965 


585 


6,566 


•06 


frsnos 


1931 


40,836,000 


17,699 


5,708 


£0,406 


•06 


Boland 


1958 


54,6000000 


65,567 


6,641 


68,008 


•19 


a a an 




194,000,000 


- 


- 16 


,000,000 


7.75 



•▼ary 13th oltlsan of tha UB&I la a prlaonaxJ 
And that 1* th* trnthlJJ 
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